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Globe & Mail

PIBC is the professional association of planners in BC 
and the Yukon, with over 2,000 members. 



Globe & Mail

PIBC’s mission is to support, connect, and advance the 
planning profession in BC/Yukon through 

o Certification
o Ethical Standards
o Education
o Advocacy



Resource and 
Industrial 

Development

Infrastructure
Deficit

Climate-Accelerated
Hazards

CBC

Globe & Mail Vancouver Sun

CBC

Housing 
Supply and 

Affordability

Planners in communities across BC support councils 
on pressing and complex issues happening

ALL at ONCE…
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How do planners stay on top of current practices 
and deliver the best analysis and advice to 
policymakers?

But many local governments have constrained 
planning capacity



But there are 200 local 
governments in BC

By manually looking up land use plans 
and zoning bylaws on the Internet

Copilot

Every research assignment is a 
time-consuming “choose your 
own” adventure



There must be a smarter way…

Copilot



First comprehensive 
repository of local land 
use plans and zoning 
bylaws for +200 local 
governments in BC 
and the Yukon



Designed for planners 
and policymakers
Quickly access policies 
and regulations

Discover and compare
Citations and links to 
source documents
Closed system for 
greater reliability



Vancouver Sun Vancouver Sun

Search for policies and zoning

“What is Vancouver’s 
parking 

requirement?”

“The City of 
“Vancouver 

eliminated minimum 
parking 

requirements for all 
land uses in 2024.”



Howard ChaiCBC

“How are local 
governments 

addressing wildfire 
hazards?”

Compare Jurisdictions



Zoning visualization

“In what zones in Kelowna are 12-
storey apartments permitted?”

“Multi-Dwelling 
Zones(MF3 and MF4)”



Source: ChatGPT





Research with Confidence

“What is the community amenity charge for 
additional density in R4 zone in Colwood?”



Research with Confidence

“What is the community amenity charge for 
additional density in R4 zone in Colwood?”



Direct links to source documents



Performance

Launched April 2026

515 registered users and growing

Diverse users (planners, engineers, 
appraisers, real estate professionals)

User survey: 2/3 would recommend the tool 
to a colleague or professional network
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Value Proposition and Benefits

PIBC/CitySpaces

PIBC/PlassUrban

Authoritative source of policy and regulation

Research in seconds; planners can focus on 
policy development and community 
engagement

Small, rural, and Indigenous communities 
stand to gain capacity

Better access to local policy/regulatory 
context will improve senior government 
policies and programs



PARTNERSHIP Possibilities
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Why Partner with 
PIBC?

 Protect the Public Interest
 Advance the Planning Profession
 Institutional Trust
 At Scale (BC and the Yukon)
 Non-Profit and Mission-Driven






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Becoming the 
PLANNING 

INTELLIGENCE 
PLATFORM 

of choice in BC/Yukon 
and beyond

EXPANDED 
INVENTORY

 Housing Needs Reports
 Neighbourhood Plans
 Transportation Plans
 Parks Plans
 Related Bylaws

EXPANDED          
FEATURES

 Automated Updates
 Policy/Bylaw Drafting Assistance
 Deep Research
 Advanced Geospatial



Globe & Mail

Customized 
SOLUTIONS 

for local government 
partners in 
BC/Yukon

INTERNAL 
USE 

Search records 
and reports

EXTERNAL 
USE

Engage and 
strengthen trust 

with communities
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Support local 
government 

efforts to 
TRANSFORM 
development 

reviews

Local 
Government 
Policies and 
Regulations

Digitized 
Documents

AI-Ready

• BC Housing DASH
• BC Building Permit Hub
• Private vendor platforms

Digital Reviews 
and Approvals

PIBC 
Intelligent 
Inventory



LET’S CHAT!
Raymond Kan, RPP, MCIP
Director of Policy & Research
Raymond.Kan@pibc.bc.ca 

https://intelligent-inventory.pibc.bc.ca/

mailto:Raymond.Kan@pibc.bc.ca




Municipal Approaches for
Integrated Land Information

Faster Decisions · Better Services · Stronger Communities

Taylor McInnes — Manager, GeoData Services, LandSure / LTSA
Sarah Sibbett — Manager, Land Information Solutions, Esri Canada

September 2026 | UBCM Convention | Vancouver Convention Centre

Intelligent Planning Tools for Local Governments



The Challenge

Across Canada, there is a need to accelerate and improve support 
of key activities.
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Every municipal decision has a parcel underneath it.

Planning & Development

• Land-use review and permitting
• Development application context
• OCP support

Public Safety & NG9-1-1

• NG9-1-1 data compliance
• Computer-aided dispatch accuracy
• Address verification for first 

responders

Taxation & Land Management

• Assessment linkage and ownership
• Accurate billing and service delivery
• Cross-boundary data alignment

The value of parcel data is measured in the business processes that depend on it.
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Inconsistent access results in inefficiencies and low productivity. 
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Land Information 
Databases

Land 
Documents & 

Images
Delay in 

processing 
updates

Different Web 
Applications, 
Different Data



Foundational Land Information in BC

Authoritative land information is readily available. 

32



ParcelMap BC: BC's authoritative parcel fabric

2,000,000+
Active parcels across BC

2 days
Target to publish updates after registration

Free access
For all BC local governments
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The current, complete, trusted and 

sustainable mapped representation of 

titled and Crown land parcels across all 

of British Columbia. 

A key piece of data infrastructure 

supporting economic and social 

development in the province.



ICI Society 

ICI Society support municipalities by providing resources and tools to help access ParcelMap BC data.
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BC Assessment 

BCA develops and maintains real property assessments and offers comprehensive property information.
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Integrating multiple sources of data

Creating one source of truth to support business processes.
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Develop a Modernized Data Model

37

Benefits of 
Streamlined 
Data Model

Simplified 
Data 

Management

Improved 
Performance

Enhanced 
Data Integrity

Easier 
Analysis 

Better 
Collaboration 

& Sharing

Scalable and 
Future-Proof



Keep the Data Current
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A script can be used to detect changes from multiple 
sources of information

Sources can include geodatabases, XMLs, 
databases, API tokens, etc. 

Sources can include spatial data as well as tabular 
databases, like financial systems

Changes from the multiple sources can be pushed 
directly to your organizations’ parcel mapping feature 
service  



Make the Information 
Accessible
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One authoritative source 
of truth

Non-spatial 
systems

(e.g., financial & 
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Published once in ArcGIS Enterprise as Feature & 
Map Services

FI
LT

ER
ED

 
SU

BS
ET Customized Views

Filtered parcel data as separate items with 
controlled access without duplication
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S Web Applications

Designed for specific audiences, 
referencing parcel data

Ownership Lookup

Permitting App Public Viewer

Internal Viewer

A single source of truth ensures every 
department is making decisions from the 
same parcel data, eliminating conflicting 
information and reducing organizational risk.



Real municipalities, real examples, real benefits

Case studies bring these ideas to life. 
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Case Study: Northern Rockies Regional Municipality

41

Interested in consolidating title 
and assessment data into a 
single parcel layer

A script to detect and process 
changes has allowed NRRM 
autonomy over their parcel data 



The Task: efficiently integrating authoritative data sources 
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Update 
process for 
spatial data



The Task: efficiently integrating authoritative data sources 
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Update 
process for 
assessment 
data



The Results: unifying data sources into one complete, reliable, current layer 

44

Centralized parcel 
feature service

Streamlined workflow 
and trustworthy data

Enhanced capacity to
 share data



Case Study: Fraser Valley Regional District (in progress)
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Land Information is spread 
across multiple systems, 
increasing effort, causing 
delays, and driving a lack of 
consistency

Improve reliability and reduce 
manual effort by automating 
extraction of information into 
one parcel layer



The Task: modernize the parcel mapping update process
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The Goal: ensure data integrity, efficiency, and long-term sustainability 
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Parcel data is a core foundation for FVRD 
operations, supporting planning, service 
delivery, public works, and emergency 
response.

Automating parcel and assessment data 
updates will reduce manual effort, improve 
data currency and reliability, and provide a 
single authoritative view of properties.

This improvement is critical to supporting 
NG9-1-1, ensuring accurate, timely parcel 
and address data for emergency dispatch and 
public safety.



Final Thoughts. 
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Key Takeaways
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Parcel mapping is a critical, foundational dataset 
that is required to make informed decisions

Authoritative data can be integrated and 
enhanced in a way to effectively support 
business activities

Having a single, reliable, up-to-date source of 
parcel mapping streamlines business processes

Taylor McInnes | Manager, GeoData Services — LandSure / LTSA | Taylor.McInnes@landsure.ca
Sarah Sibbett | Manager, Land Information Solutions — Esri Canada | ssibbett@esri.ca





@ubcHARTIntroduction

BC Public Lands Map 
2026 Union of BC Municipalities Convention

Dr. Craig Jones, Associate Director, HART



Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART)

About HART

• Housing Needs Assessments 
and Reports

• Regulatory Barriers and 
Solutions

• Land Mapping
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Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART)

• 3.5 million more homes by 2030 (CMHC, 2023)

• 690,000 more housing completions by 2035 (PBO, 2025)

• Double the non-market housing stock (Scotiabank, 2025)

• $4B for scaling-up non-market housing (National Housing Council, 2025) 

• $18B total investment to build 1M non-market homes (CCPA, 2025)

• We need to quadruple the supply of new non-market housing in 
Canada (CHRA, 2025)

Canada needs non-market housing
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Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART) 54

BC needs non-market housing

• BC has the highest rate of core 
housing need in Canada

• BC needs 25,000 new non-
market homes every single year 
(CCPA)
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15%

BC ON SK MB NS AB NL PEI NB QC

Rate of CHN by Province (2021)



Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART)

Closing BC’s Affordable Supply Gap

• Municipalities have few financial levers

• Land costs range widely, up to 60% of 
cost

• Build Canada Homes’ investment 
program requires that applicants have 
access to land

• Low- or no-cost land may make projects 
pencil, or make them affordable

Source: Altus Group

54%
25%

21%

Municipal Revenue Sources

Property Taxes and Levies Utility fees, permits

Grants from Province, Federal Gov
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Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART)

Closing BC’s Affordable Supply Gap
Problems:
• People often didn’t know where 

public land is located
• Land is often disbursed through a 

reactive RFP process

BCPLM Solutions:
• Breaking down barriers to land data 

access
• Proactive site identification allows 

for better outcomes
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Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART)

1. Joining data: 

a. Land Title Survey Authority

b. BC Assessment

c. Integrated Cadastral Information Society

d. Open Source Layers

2. Building the web application

Building the BCPLM

57



Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART)

The BC Public Lands Map

• Free, online for all

• Easy-to-use and interactive

• Reliable, government-sourced data

• The new first step for developers, 
researchers, and governments 
looking to identify public lands
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Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART) 59

BCPLM Demonstration



Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART)

BCPLM is not:
•A replacement for due diligence
•A precise predictor of development 
potential

•Perfect
•Complete
•Up-to-the-minute
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The Rural Coordination Centre of BC
In appreciation of our speakers today and with thanks for your 
contribution, UBCM has made a donation to the Rural 
Coordination Centre of BC. Since their inception in 2007, 
RCCBC has grown into a network of hundreds of people - rural 
physicians and other healthcare providers, healthcare 
administrators, community members, policymakers, 
educators, researchers, and non-profit and business leaders – 
guided by the principles of cultural safety and humility.
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