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Panel #1 
A New Reality for Watershed Management in B.C.  

• Coree Tull – Chair, BC Watershed Security Coalition

• Hon. Randene Neill – Minister for Water, Lands and Resource Stewardship

• Tricia Brett – Councillor, District of Lake Country

• Lydia Hwitsum – First Nations Water Caucus and Watershed Security Fund



Okanagan Lake from the Naramata Bench. Photo Credit Becks



Living Lakes Canada Hydrometric Monitoring 



Ginty's Restored Pond. Photo credit Al Peatt, Southern Interior Land Trust Society



snklip iʔ kćəx̌ ʷíplaʔtns iʔ k ̌ l pəx̌ ʷwikstm – Coyote̓s law of Sharing, water’s right to flow, Lower Similkameen Indian Band



Wildfire. Photo Credit Province of British 
i



Fishing on the Goat River. Photo credit Cheryl Jaggers



Argenta Fire Brigade, Photo Credit Louis Bockner
(Using Water mapping Data)



Skeena River. Phot Credit Sam Beebe



Rivershed Society of BC, Foodlands Corridor Restoration



Gint'y Pond. Photo credit Southern Interior Land Trust



Naramata Bench Winery Vineyard, Penticton, Okanagan Valley



ReddFish Restoration, Brushing Crew. Photo credit Graeme Owsianski



Goat River Watershed Canyon. Photo Credit Amy Allcock



Similkameen River, Aug 2026 Flowing at 15% of normal in the last 10 years. Photo Credit Hanneke Brooymans



Mayne Island Water Restrictions July 2026



Goat River Watershed Wetland. Photo Credit Amy Allcock



Goat River Watershed Wetland Hwy 21Bridge. Photo Credit Amy Allcock



Drought in the North Arm of the Cowichan River, Cowichan Stewardship Roundtable
Photo Credit Parker Jefferson



Flooding in Abbottsford, 2023. Photo Credit Province of British  Columbia



Drought, Sunshine Coast Regional District



Salmon fry release with Cheam First Nations. Photo Credit Alieska Robles, Watershed Security Fund



Participant Dialogue
  



Panel #2 
Local Watershed Governance: Enablers, Tools 
and Ideas for Action

• Tricia Brett – Okanagan-Similkameen Collaborative Leadership Table

• Lydia Hwitsum – Cowichan Watershed Board

• Paris Marshall Smith – Goat River: Working Together on Water Sustainability 
for yaqan nuʔkiy ʔamakʔis - Creston Valley 

• Hon. Randene Neill – Provincial Perspectives on Watershed Governance





















Audience Q&A



Thank you

Building Community Prosperity through 
Collaboration and Reconciliation 





The Rural Coordination Centre of BC
In appreciation of our speakers today and with thanks for your 
contribution, UBCM has made a donation to the Rural 
Coordination Centre of BC. Since their inception in 2007, 
RCCBC has grown into a network of hundreds of people - rural 
physicians and other healthcare providers, healthcare 
administrators, community members, policymakers, 
educators, researchers, and non-profit and business leaders – 
guided by the principles of cultural safety and humility.
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