











including related inhalation services, across British Columbia and including local governments which do not
currently offer this service to residents.
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Endorsed by the Lower Mainland Local Government Association €\

UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed special resolution 2023-SR3 which
asked the Province to immediately provide financial investments to ensure the provision of geographically
accessible, on-demand mental health and addiction treatment, detox and recovery services; overdose prevention
sites with inhalation; and access to safe supply and drug testing for all regions of BC.

Additionally, the membership has endorsed numerous resolutions calling on the provincial government to provide
improved resourcing and facilities for mental health and addictions services throughout the province (2023-SR3,
2022-EB9, 2022-NR4, 2021-EB54, 2021-EB55, 2021-EB56, 2021-EB59, 2021-EB60, 2020-SR8, 2020-EB79,
2020-NR62, 2019-B60, 2019-B61, 2019-B171, 2019-B172, 2018-B52, 2017-B70, 2017-B71, 2016-B43, 2015-
A2, 2014-B34, 2014-B70, 2013-B52, 2010-B42, 2008-A1, 2007-B89, 2007-B153, 2006-B50, 2006-B51, 2005-
B3).

Conference decision:

EB5 Additional Rapid Access to Detox Beds Abbotsford

Whereas the Province of BC, through their 2023 Pathway to Hope progress report committed to “eliminating
gaps in the mental health care and substance use treatment system,” and to “building an integrated system of
care that includes access to a full spectrum of treatment and recovery options” so that “no one falls through the
cracks”;

And whereas wait times for detox beds are a known barrier for those seeking the option of treatment for addiction
when they are ready:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM lobby the provincial government in order to provide more funding to open
detox centres where they are needed and where accessing existing ones would be difficult for individuals needing
the service.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed numerous resolutions on the provision of mental
health and addictions services, including: seeking care beds for those suffering with substance use disorder,
including:

e 2019-B61 which asked to fund significantly more licensed rehabilitation facilities and beds in every
local government to enable all those who seek assistance in recovering from addictions an opportunity
fo beat addictions;

e 2010-B145 which asked, in part, for more harm reduction services, including detox and treatment
beds;

e 2007-B51 which asked for more funding for detox centres in more areas of the Province; and

e 2006-B8 which asked for more regional detox centres.
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More generally, the membership has endorsed resolutions calling on the provincial government to provide
improved resourcing and facilities for mental health and addictions services throughout the province (2023-SR3,
2022-EB9, 2022-NR4, 2021-EB54, 2021-EB55, 2021-EB56, 2021-EB59, 2021-EB60, 2020-SR8, 2020-EB79,
2020-NR62, 2019-B60, 2019-B61, 2019-B171, 2019-B172, 2018-B52, 2017-B70, 2017-B71, 2016-B43, 2015-
A2, 2014-B34, 2014-B70, 2013-B52, 2010-B42, 2008-A1, 2007-B89, 2007-B153, 2006-B50, 2006-B51, 2005-
B3).

Conference decision:

EB6 Investment in Complex Care Beds Nanaimo City

Whereas in 2022, the BC Emergency Health Services reported a 75 per cent total increase in annual
overdose/poisoning events since the toxic drug crisis was declared a public health emergency in 2016 and the
BC Provincial Overdose Cohort reports that brain injury is 15 times more likely among people who had
experienced drug poisoning than those who had not;

And whereas the number of supports available for individuals requiring complex care due to health challenges
related to substance use disorder has proven grossly inadequate for the ever-increasing demand in communities
all across British Columbia:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM lobby the Province to increase investment in complex care beds to address
the growing demand from those who have suffered serious health impacts from substance use disorder.
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Endorsed by the Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities €\

UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed numerous resolutions seeking care
beds for those suffering with substance use disorder, including:

e 2020-SR8 which asked, in part, to infroduce additional long-term care beds to deal specifically with
mental illness cases;

e 2019-B61 which asked to fund significantly more licensed rehabilitation facilities and beds in every
local government to enable all those who seek assistance in recovering from addictions an opportunity
fo beat addictions; and

e 2010-B145 which asked, in part, for more harm reduction services, including detox and treatment
beds.

More generally, the membership has endorsed resolutions calling on the provincial government to provide
improved resourcing and facilities for mental health and addictions services throughout the province (2023-SR3,
2022-EB9, 2022-NR4, 2021-EB54, 2021-EB55, 2021-EB56, 2021-EB59, 2021-EB60, 2020-SR8, 2020-EB79,
2020-NR62, 2019-B60, 2019-B61, 2019-B171, 2019-B172, 2018-B52, 2017-B70, 2017-B71, 2016-B43, 2015-
A2, 2014-B34, 2014-B70, 2013-B52, 2010-B42, 2008-A1, 2007-B89, 2007-B153, 2006-B50, 2006-B51, 2005-
B3).

See resolution EB7, NR3

Conference decision:

EB7 Complex Care Facilities Okanagan-Similkameen RD,
Penticton

Whereas the toxic drug crisis continues to surge across the province and the lasting effects of overdose can
potentially lead to acquired brain injury which can include organ failure, nerve damage, paralysis, memory loss,
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mental disorientation, diminished motor skills, reduced physical and cognitive functioning, and behavioural
changes;

And whereas communities across the province are implementing many initiatives in support of all residents’
safety and wellbeing such as Public Safety and Social Development Frameworks;

And whereas the Province has developed a complex care framework that acknowledges the growing number of
people in our communities who require housing and have overlapping health, mental health, trauma and acquired
brain injuries; yet there are no established timelines and residents continue to suffer in the interim;

And whereas the Province has appointed Health Authorities as the lead for plan implementation:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask that the Province provides immediate and clear instruction to Health
Authorities, inclusive of timelines and funding, to prioritize implementation of complex care facilities and the
integration of complex care supports in existing or new facilities.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not specifically asked the Province to
provide immediate and clear instruction to Health Authorities, inclusive of timelines and funding, to prioritize
implementation of complex care facilities and the integration of complex care supports in existing or new facilities.

However, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed resolutions calling on the provincial
government to provide improved resourcing and facilities for mental health and addictions services throughout
the province (2023-SR3, 2023-EB1, 2021-NR44, 2021-EB56, 2021-EB57, 2020-SR8, 2019-B60, 2019-B61,
2019-B171, 2019-B172, 2018-B52, 2017-B70, 2017-B71, 2016-B43, 2015-A2, 2014-B34, 2013-B52, 2010-B42,
2008-A1, 2007-B89, 2007-B153, 2006-B50, 2006-B51, 2005-B3).

See resolutions EB6, NR3

Conference decision:

EB8 Community Safety Resources Terrace

Whereas local governments are facing increased pressures to address immediate, emerging and persistent
social issues in their local communities that impact the safety, security and well-being of residents;

And whereas the provincial government does not respond as quickly as needs arise, forcing local governments
to take increased action to address community mental health and substance misuse/toxicity challenges with
limited and often inadequate resources:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM lobby the Province of British Columbia to commit to provide adequate,
ongoing, and direct funding in order to support local government needs for community safety.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse with Proposed Amendment
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Therefore be it resolved that UBCM lobby the Province of British Columbia to commit to provide adequate,
ongoing, and direct funding for mental health and addictions services in order to support local government
needs for community safety.

UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously considered a resolution
calling on the Province to commit to provide adequate, ongoing, and direct funding in order to support local
government needs for community safety.

However, the UBCM membership has endorsed numerous resolutions addressing mental health and substance
misuse/toxicity challenges in BC communities, including:

e 2023-SR3 which asked the Province to provide financial investments to ensure the provision of
geographically accessible, on-demand mental health and addiction treatment, detox and recovery
services; overdose prevention sites with inhalation; and access to safe supply and drug testing for all
regions of BC;

e 2023-SR4 which asked the Province to further regulate the possession and use of illicit drugs in parks,
beaches, sports fields and bus stops where children also gather;

e 2021-NR44 which asked the provincial and federal governments to declare the overdose crisis a
national public health emergency and develop overdose action plans that include the legislative and
funding frameworks for decriminalization, de-stigmatization, safe supply, suitable medical treatments
and thereby function to holistically address the opioid crisis, mental health issues and their connections
to homelessness and overdose deaths in local governments across Canada;

e 2020-SR8 which called for ongoing, sustained funding to address the overdose public health
emergency; and

e 2019-B142 which called for a federally supported comprehensive and culturally safe public health
approach to the opioid crisis including policy frameworks governing illegal drugs.

More generally, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed resolutions calling on the provincial
government to provide improved resourcing and facilities for mental health and addictions services throughout
the province (2023-EB1, 2023-EB2, 2023-EB3, 2021-EB56, 2021-EB57, 2021-NR44, 2020-SR8, 2019-B60,
2019-B61, 2019-B142, 2019-B171, 2019-B172, 2018-B52, 2017-B70, 2017-B71, 2016-B43, 2015-A2, 2014-B34,
2013-B52, 2010-B42, 2008-A1, 2007-B89, 2007-B153, 2006-B50, 2006-B51, 2005-B3).

In 2022, the all-party Special Committee on Reforming the Police Act (SCRPA) published its final report, including
11 recommendations to modernize policing and public safety in British Columbia. As part of its response to the
report, UBCM and the Local Government Policing Modernization Roundtable have both supported the SCRPA
recommendation that the Province "create and appropriately fund a continuum of response to mental health,
addictions and other complex social issues."

Conference decision:

EB9 Provincial Cost Recovery for Emergency Medical Services Provided = Nanaimo RD
by Fire Departments

Whereas BC fire rescue service departments, operating under career, composite, or volunteer models, are
experiencing increased demands in emergency medical response calls while there is inadequate funding for the
BC Emergency Health Services (BCEHS) system;

And whereas the fire departments that provide these services, authorized under the Emergency Medical
Assistant (EMA) first responder program, currently do so on a community-by-community basis creating an
inconsistent provincial approach to emergency medical assistance:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM endorse and advocate to the Province for the establishment of a cohesive
financial emergency medical assistant framework, with considerations for the cost of personnel, training,
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province-wide consistency, and the replacement of consumed supplies for fire rescue service departments, as
part of advocacy for a modernized financial framework for local governments in BC.
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Endorsed by the Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities €\
UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed several resolutions seeking fair
compensation for local government provision of first responder services (2023-EB4, 2023-EB5, 2023-EB6, 2022-
NR2, 2019-SR3, 2019-B11, 2018-B141, 2014-A2, 2012-A6, 2009-B14, 2004-B26). But the membership has not
considered the request as a part of advocacy for a modernized financial framework for local governments in BC.

See also resolutions RR4, RR5, RR6, RR7, RR8

Conference decision:

EB10 Housing is Healthcare Vancouver

Whereas every year hundreds of British Columbians are diagnosed with chronic conditions and diseases that
necessitate specialized medical treatment requiring long term stays near but not in hospital, there are disparities
in health outcomes between rural and urban patients;

And whereas residents of rural and remote communities in British Columbia requiring specialized medical
treatment for complex care in urban centres face significant challenges including high travel and accommodation
costs, the psychosocial impacts of healthcare away from home and community, the loss of income during
treatment period, and increasingly limited availability of affordable accommodations, hotel rooms, or short term
rentals;

And whereas the Province of British Columbia, reflected in its 2024 mandate, is committed to both improved
health care for British Columbians when they need it, and attainable and affordable housing to deliver more
homes for people faster:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM advocate for the Provincial Government of British Columbia to alleviate the
financial and logistical burdens associated with seeking specialized medical care far from home by developing
and implementing comprehensive policies and programs to assist patients needing to travel for healthcare, and
ensure that patients have access to affordable, comfortable, and convenient accommodations;

And be it further resolved that UBCM request the Province consider and implement ways to deliver and dedicate
subsidized accommodations in and adjacent to large urban health centres specifically purposed for longer term
specialized medical treatment.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has considered resolutions which address the
transportation challenges faced by medical patients in rural and remote areas to access health care (2020-EB75,
2018-B16, 2014-B9, 2012-B38).
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The membership also endorsed resolution 2015-B69 which asked the provincial government to provide support,
either through direct funding, initiatives, or policy, to organizations that are undertaking the development of lands
and other hard assets in the establishment of rural out-patient accommodation.

The Committee also notes that the membership has supported resolutions seeking improved and more equitable
access to health care services in rural and remote areas of the province and funding for medical travel if services
are not available near a patient’s home (2022-EB15, 2019-B62, 2017-B43, 2016-B44, 2016-B124, 2014-B130,
2013-B43, 2013-B44, 2013-B45, 2013-B46, 2013-B47, 2012-B38, 2012-B39, 2012-B91, 2012-B93, 2012-B103,
2011-B60, 2011-B61, 2010-B43, 2010-B44, 2010-B112, 2009-B148, 2008-B49, 2006-B48, 2006-B50, 2006-
B154, 2006-B156, 2005-B146). The UBCM Executive endorsed referred resolution 2020-NR64 which asked the
Province for a strategy to expand rural and remote community health care services.

Conference decision:

EB11 Healthcare Worker Shortage - Reducing Barriers to Training  Bulkley-Nechako RD

Whereas there is a shortfall of qualified staff to provide healthcare services, particularly in rural and remote
communities, across the province;

And whereas some of the training requirements for healthcare workers pose significant barriers in terms of time,
cost, and accessibility, thereby hindering the potential influx of qualified individuals into the healthcare workforce;

And whereas reducing unnecessary barriers and streamlining training opportunities for healthcare workers would
promote professional growth, enhance healthcare delivery, and ultimately benefit the residents of our
communities:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM advocate to the Province and relevant authorities to put in place the
necessary framework, tools and incentives to address the shortfall of qualified healthcare workers and reduce
the barriers for healthcare training opportunities.

00
rON
Endorsed by the North Central Local Government Association €\

UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has consistently endorsed resolutions seeking
additional resources, funding and training for health care professionals and the health care system, including:

e supporting the resourcing and strengthening of primary care as part of the health care system (2022-
SR1, 2022-EB17, 2017-B42, 2017-B43, 2016-B44, 2015-B70, 2015-B68, 2008-B162, 2006-B48, 2006-
B50, 2006-B154, 2006-B156, 2005-B146);

e improving physician recruitment and retention, and the need for more health care professionals (2018-
B143, 2017-B42, 2015-B68, 2014-B132, 2013-B47, 2012-B91, 2012-B103, 2011-B60, 2010-B43,
2009-B148, 2008-B49, 2006-B154, 2005-B41);

e working with universities and communities to encourage graduates of medical programs to practice
and stay in rural areas of BC (2011-B60);

e calling for greater opportunities for Canadian internationally-trained medical graduates to undertake
postgraduate training and establish practices in BC (2018-B51, 2014-B132, 2012-B91, 2009-B148);

e developing appropriate changes in the Canadian medical education system required to ensure that
general practitioners can meet the needs of rural Canadians, such as proficiency in surgery,
anesthesia and obstetrics (2010-B112);

e improving education and training opportunities for more health care professionals (2009-B148, 2008-
B49) and removing obstacles for foreign trained doctors and health professionals who are willing to
work in BC (2009-B148);
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e recognizing, regulating and approving physician assistants (2016-B124); and
e streamlining the registration process for internationally educated nurses (2022-NR5).

Conference decision:

EB12 Internationally Educated, Trained and Experienced Dawson Creek
Healthcare Workers

Whereas the Province is currently experiencing a shortage of healthcare workers, and there are qualified
individuals among international residents who despite being internationally trained, educated, and experienced,
are encountering certification and financial barriers preventing them from joining the healthcare workforce in the
province;

And whereas the Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills is responsible for providing leadership
and direction for post-secondary education and skills training systems in British Columbia:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM urge the Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills to expedite
the credential approval process and provide financial assistance for internationally trained, educated and
experienced healthcare providers to remove the unnecessary credential and financial barriers to integrate them
into the provincial health system to help address the shortage.

Submitted Directly to UBCM
UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed several resolutions that address
and support hiring more internationally trained doctors to address a doctor shortage.

Resolution 2023-SR1 asked the Province to additional licensing and training opportunities for internationally-
trained medical graduates. Additional endorsed resolutions 2018-B51, 2014-B132, 2012-B91 and 2009-B148
called on the provincial government to provide greater opportunities for Canadian internationally-trained medical
graduates (IMGs) to undertake postgraduate training and establish practices in BC.

The membership also endorsed resolution 2022-NR5 which asked the Province to provide greater support to
streamline the registration process for internationally educated nurses to the British Columbia College of Nurses
and Midwives, set up a financial support process, and bring together all stakeholders to determine how to
integrate internationally education nurses and employed student nurses to the workforce to address the nursing
staffing crisis across the province.

The Committee is aware that on July 1, 2024 the International Credentials Recognition Act came into effect in
BC to help remove barriers in 29 professions and make it fairer, more transparent and efficient for qualified
professionals to pursue and achieve credential recognition, no matter where they were trained. One of the 29
professions includes paramedics.

Conference decision:

EB13 Eliminating Barriers to Publicly Owned and Operated Home New Westminster
Care Services and Long-Term Care

Whereas seniors, families and seniors organizations have been advocating to improve access to public home
care services and supports to assist seniors to live at home, in their communities, longer and to delay or prevent
premature admissions to public long-term care facilities;
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And whereas finances can become an impediment to access the required home care services such as
housekeeping, more frequent bathing and meal preparation necessary to age in place, and community programs
that have been designed to try and meet seniors’ needs are unable to fulfil the increasing demand:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the Province to eliminate financial and accessibility barriers by investing
in more publicly owned and operated and not-for-profit home care services and social supports required to age
in place, and by further investing in publicly owned and operated and not-for-profit long-term care to ensure
seniors are well supported in the continuum of care.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the membership has endorsed numerous resolutions seeking social
supports for seniors in their communities including:
e increase the number of care beds in rural communities to allow seniors to age in place (2021-EB65);
e adequate funding for home care, home support and assisted living, through to and including critical
care (2023-NR5, 2009-B52, 2007-B191, 2006-B155, 2005-B48, 2004-B129);
e enhanced coordinated health and social support programs for seniors across BC (2022-EB12, 2018-
B53, 2017-B51, 2012-B41, 2011-A4, 2011-B63, 2007-B152, 2006-B162); and
e create a new tax credit program to encourage home renovations for, in part, aging in place projects
(2016-B46).

See resolutions NR10, NR11, NR12, RR40

Conference decision:

EB14 Seniors’ Support Assisted Living Saanich

Whereas Statistics Canada reports confirm that both the number and percentage of seniors will grow significantly
during the next two decades, both in numbers and overall proportion of the population;

And whereas most serious illnesses requiring either assisted living options and/or hospital care occur later in life
and there is a significant shortage of supportive assisted living spaces for seniors, affecting both hospital
availability/accessibility and housing options for vulnerable seniors:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM lobby the provincial government to increase the number of supportive
assisted living units across British Columbia in a manner aligned with the demographic data to ensure that all
seniors can be housed in dignity as they age and to reduce the pressures of the hospital system by so doing.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed numerous resolutions seeking
additional supportive assisted living units (care beds and facilities) including (2021-EB65, 2009-B52, 2005-B45,
2004-B127).

The Committee also notes that the membership has endorsed other related resolutions, including requests for:
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e adequate funding for home care, home support and assisted living, through to and including critical
care (2023-NR5, 2009-B52, 2007-B191, 2006-B155, 2005-B48, 2004-B129);

e enhanced coordinated health and social support programs for seniors across BC (2022-EB12, 2018-
B53, 2017-B51, 2012-B41, 2011-A4, 2011-B63, 2007-B152, 2006-B162);

e creation of a new tax credit program to encourage home renovations for, in part, aging in place
projects (2016-B46); and

e restoration of long-term care facilities throughout the province, sufficient to meet the needs of citizens
in their communities (2006-B159).

Conference decision:

EB15 Implementing Accessibility BC Act Recommendations Parksville

Whereas the Accessible British Columbia Act passed by the provincial government in 2021 requires local
governments to develop accessibility plans to identify, remove and prevent barriers;

And whereas local governments have limited financial abilities and staff resources to implement accessibility
recommendations on an ongoing basis:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM request the Province create an annual funding model (accessibility fund)
designed to assist local governments to implement accessibility recommendations.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed resolution 2023-NR3 which asked
the Province to establish a granting stream with UBCM to support local governments in the development and
implementation of their accessibility plans.

Staff note that the Province has created a funding program for local governments through SPARC BC which can
be used for the development and implementation of accessibility plans. However, this funding program is not
provided annually to local governments.

Conference decision:

EB16 Universal Basic Income Victoria

Whereas municipalities are increasingly expected to respond to gaps in Canada’s social safety net resulting from
growing economic, racial and health inequalities;

And whereas a basic income program, in addressing key social determinants of health, such as income and
housing, can alleviate pressures on municipalities to address poverty and fill gaps in social supports, such as
shelter, housing, food security and mental health;

And whereas evidence from basic income research and pilots shows that when people have a sufficient and
secure income their mental and physical health improves, they have the capacity to secure more affordable,
suitable, and safe housing, childcare, healthy food, and transportation, and poverty rates decrease;

And whereas the provision of a basic livable income would benefit individuals, families and communities and
protect the most vulnerable in society, and support community resilience;

44 UBCM 2024 Resolutions Book



And whereas evidence shows that a federally funded basic income that improves people’s financial stability is
possible, as successful income transfer programs already exist in Canada for seniors (Old Age Security and the
Guaranteed Income Supplement) and parents (Canada Child Benefit), and to aid in recovery post-COVID
(Canada Emergency Response Benefit):

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM urge the Governments of British Columbia and Canada to individually and/or
collectively implement a Universal Basic Income, ensuring everyone has sufficient income to meet their needs,
helping British Columbia and Canada lessen poverty and homelessness, alleviating the pressure on
municipalities to use their limited resources to fill gaps in our social safe net.

Submitted Directly to UBCM
UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership endorsed resolution 2022-EB14, also from
Victoria, which asked the federal government to implement a Guaranteed Livable Basic Income ensuring
everyone has sufficient income to meet their needs to eradicate poverty and homelessness and alleviate
pressure on municipalities to use their limited resources to fill gaps in our social safe net.

The Committee also notes that the membership endorsed resolution 2023-EB17, also from Victoria, which asked
the Province, in part, for guaranteed annual incomes.

Conference decision:

EB17 Provincial Funding for Child Care Facilities Burnaby

Whereas recent provincial housing legislation, specifically Bills 44 and 47, will mean increased population growth
leading to greater need for child care spaces;

And whereas barriers to accessing provincial funding exist for local governments and the private sector:

Therefore be it resolved that the UBCM call upon the Province of British Columbia to review its funding model
and work with local governments and the private development sector to streamline its process for the
disbursement of provincial funds to facilitate the construction of new public or non-profit owned child care facilities,
including facilities within new private development.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed recent resolutions seeking a
change to the funding model for local governments on the creation of child care facilities.

For example, endorsed resolution 2023-NR1 asked the Province to provide multi-year funding to local and
Indigenous governments and non-profits organizations to coordinate the development of child care; and that the
Province replace the current grant-based application process with a systematic expansion of universal child care.
Additionally, endorsed resolution 2023-NR2 asked the Province to adequately fund ongoing operational costs
associated with the maintenance, repair and replacement of municipally owned childcare facilities, while the
proposed resolution is seeking child care facilities in new private developments.
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The membership has also endorsed several resolutions requesting that the Province create a universal,
affordable child care system in BC (2023-NR1, 2023-NR2, 2022-EB22, 2022-EB23, 2021-EB67, 2021-EB68,
2017-B50, 2016-B49, 2016-B50, 2016-B51, 2014-B39, 2012-B50, 2007-B54, 2007-LR8, 2005-B156, 2020-
NR68).

Conference decision:

@ Housing

EB18 Incentivizing Non-Market Housing Maple Ridge

Whereas local governments are seeing the need for increased housing affordability for vulnerable residents,
students, families, and seniors;

And whereas there is a need for building a broad spectrum of housing supply and supports in rapidly growing
communities such as in the Lower Mainland region:

Therefore be it resolved that the UBCM advocates that the Province and federal government work with not-for-
profits to further incentivize not-for-profit partnerships and the building of non-market housing, such as below
market rentals and co-ops, through financial tools like low interest rate loans, long-term 25 year rates and
expanded tax credit eligibility.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has supported resolutions seeking to increase
the amount of affordable housing through a variety of actions with non-profit organizations, including:

e 2023-EB13 which asks the Province to expand the exemption from payment of Property Transfer Tax
to all not-for-profit societies and co-operatives who are leasing municipal lands for the development of
affordable housing;

e 2022-NR14 which asked the Province to develop a provincial acquisition strategy and grant program
that would allow non-profit housing providers to purchase and repair aging rental stock for the
purposes of maintaining existing affordable housing;

e 2021-NR54 (Executive endorsed) which asked the Province to work with interested local communities,
the not-for-profit sector and other partners on a program of land banking purpose-built rental apartment
buildings, to preserve and renew this essential component of the affordable rental housing supply.

The Committee notes that the membership has also consistently endorsed resolutions seeking ways fto
encourage investment in older and new rental housing stock (2018-B56, 2017-B53, 2016-OF1).

More generally, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed resolutions calling on the provincial and
federal governments to work to provide affordable housing for all Canadians (2022-EB26, 2021-EB75, 2019-B30,
2018-B56, 2017-B17, 2015-B47, 2013-B53, 2011-B67, 2011-B175, 2008-B158, 2006-A2, 2006-B162, 2005-B48,
2005-B50, 2004-B128).

Conference decision:

46 UBCM 2024 Resolutions Book



EB19 Housing Support in Northern and Small Communities Bulkley-Nechako RD

Whereas there is a housing crisis throughout BC requiring a range of solutions that address housing affordability
issues in large and small communities;

And whereas the Province's Homes for People's plan focuses on addressing housing supply issues in larger
communities in high growth areas of the province:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the Province to engage with small and northern communities to identify
housing solutions outside of high growth areas.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Committee notes that the membership has endorsed resolutions addressing the unique housing needs of
rural, remote and northern areas (2022-EB25, 2021-EB65, 2021-EB75, 2018-B55), and interprets this resolution
as requesting enabling supports and strategies developed in consultation with impacted local governments,
rather than a one-size fits all regulatory approach.

The Committee also notes that the membership has consistently endorsed resolutions calling on the provincial
and federal governments to work to provide affordable housing for all Canadians (2022-EB26, 2021-EB75, 2019-
B30, 2018-B56, 2017-B17, 2015-B47, 2013-B53, 2011-B67, 2011-B175, 2008-B158, 2006-A2, 2006-B162,
2005-B48, 2005-B50, 2004-B128).

Conference decision:

EB20 Funding for Seniors Housing in Rural Areas Gold River

Whereas seniors, in the increasing demographic of those over 65, in rural BC have limited range of options for
housing;

And whereas rural BC local municipalities have limited financial resources to support seniors housing options
that allow seniors to age in place in their home community due to financial, social, health and housing
vulnerabilities experienced by this increasing demographic:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM request the provincial government to provide BC Housing with additional
funding and support to facilitate new affordable seniors’ housing in rural areas.
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Endorsed by the Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal Communities €\
UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has supported resolutions seeking more
affordable seniors’ housing across BC (2018-B55, 2014-B45).

More generally, the Committee notes that the membership has supported resolutions seeking more housing in
rural areas (2022-EB24, 2021-EB65, 2021-EB75, 2019-B183).

Conference decision:
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EB21 SAFER Funding for Seniors Vancouver

Whereas the Province of British Columbia’s Shelter Aid for Elderly Renters (SAFER) program is intended to help
make rents affordable for BC seniors with low to moderate incomes;

And whereas the Office of the Seniors Advocate has identified that the BC Housing Shelter Aid for Elderly Renters
(SAFER) and Seniors Subsidized Housing programs are not keeping pace with inflation, the growing seniors
population, and changing market conditions, including a notable lack of culturally appropriate supports and
inclusive care environments for 2SLGBTQ+ residents:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM call on the provincial government to increase funding and resources for the
SAFER Program and Seniors Subsidized Housing programs, including affordable seniors housing projects, to
reflect current market conditions, meet the needs, and improve the quality of life for seniors and older persons
across the province.

Submitted Directly to UBCM
UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership endorsed resolutions addressing the SAFER
program:

e 2023-EB16 which asked the Province to amend the formula used to calculate the SAFER subsidy to
accurately reflect both the current incomes of low-income seniors and the average market rents
throughout the province as calculated by CMHC, and to review and update the amounts on an annual
basis going forward;

o 2022-EBZ28 which asked the Province to increase to the maximum rent ceilings and monthly payment
amounts through SAFER, and that regular increases be made in maximum rent ceilings and monthly
payments in subsequent years; and

e 2013-B53 which asked the Province to adjust the maximum monthly rent levels under the Shelter Aid
for Elderly Renters (SAFER) program to reflect the actual prevailing cost of housing for seniors across
the province and eliminate the requirement of annual re-application.

The Committee also notes that the membership has endorsed other resolutions addressing subsidies for renters
and seniors, including:
e 2017-B51 which asked the Province to plan system-wide initiatives to support seniors’ healthy, stable
and successful aging to limit social isolation, varieties of abuse and limited access to needed housing;
e 2015-B45 which asked the Province to increase income assistance shelter allowances and expand
and lengthen rent subsidies as part of homelessness outreach and support funding from BC Housing;
and
o 2014-B42 which asked the Province to increase BC Housing rental subsidies for low-income
households in communities affected by industrial development.

Conference decision:

EB22 Expanding the Rental Protection Fund Nakusp,
New Denver

Whereas the current parameters of the Rental Protection Fund only provides funding for the purchase of rental
buildings that have a minimum of 5 units and 4 in rural Fund communities;

And whereas many small rural and remote communities do not have properties that are for sale with a minimum
of 4 units;
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Therefore be it resolved that the UBCM urge the provincial government to expand the Rental Protection Fund to
allow for the purchase of individual units in communities that are less than 5,000 in population classified as
remote or very remote.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously considered a resolution
calling on the Province to expand the Rental Protection Fund to allow for the purchase of individual units in
communities that are less than 5,000 in population classified as remote or very remote.

However, the Committee notes that the membership has supported resolution 2022-NR14 which called for the
development of a non-profit housing acquisition strategy.

The Committee also notes that the membership has endorsed a variety of resolutions seeking assistance to
renters and expansion of rental housing stock, including:

e 2023-EB17 which asked for a rapid increase in the rental stock, mitigate the number of no-fault
evictions, and close the gap between core housing need and cost via income and disability assistance,
guaranteed annual incomes and rental assistance programs;

e 2023-NR21 requesting that the Federal Government modify the Rental Construction Financing
Initiative to further incentivize rental construction; and

o 2022-EB28, 2017-B51, 2013-B53 all of which sought additional aid and support for senior renters.

Conference decision:

EB23 Strengthening Provincial-Local Government Collaboration for NCLGA Executive
Homelessness Solutions

Whereas local governments across British Columbia continue to collaborate with provincial authorities in
addressing homelessness and housing challenges, recognizing the Province's responsibility for housing,
healthcare, and encampments;

And whereas initiatives led by the Province through various programs aim to provide housing solutions and
support services for unhoused individuals, requiring close coordination between provincial and local government
agencies;

And whereas local governments acknowledge the complexities of responding to homelessness and the critical
role of the Province in providing resources and expertise, with a commitment to supporting these efforts and
advocating for effective collaboration between all stakeholders:

Therefore be it resolved that the UBCM emphasize to the provincial government the importance of expediting
proposed transitional shelter facilities and supportive housing projects in partnership with relevant provincial
agencies to address immediate and long-term housing needs.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse

UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:
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The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has consistently endorsed resolutions calling for
action on the part of the provincial and federal governments to fund, provide and facilitate affordable and
adequate housing in communities, with adequate support services, to address homelessness (2023-NR26, 2023-
EB18, 2022-NR64, 2021-LR5, 2020-SR10, 2020-NR70, 2019-B68, 2019-B183, 2015-B46, 2013-B54, 2012-B94,
2009-C28, 2008-A3, 2007-B24, 2006-B81, 2004-B2, 2004-B30).

See resolutions SR3, EB24, EB25, NR26, NR27, NR28, RR10

Conference decision:

EB24 Expansion of Homeless Response and Shelter Support Langley City
(Heart and Hearth)

Whereas the BC 2023 Homeless Point-in-Time count recorded the largest measured increase of individuals
experiencing homelessness since 2005 (Metro Vancouver Regional District and Fraser Valley Regional District);
with individuals experiencing homelessness for longer periods of time, and with more individuals in unsheltered
environments due to insufficient permanent, temporary shelter or emergency beds throughout the regions;

And whereas the provincial government, having outlined the strategic plan “Belonging in BC: A collaborative plan
to prevent and reduce homelessness”, has invested over 2 billion dollars since 2022 outlining commitments to
“prioritized” communities, based on provincial qualifying assessments of local government homeless
encampment impacts, to address immediate supports and shelter needs in those selected local governments:

Therefore be it resolved that the UBCM call on the provincial government to accelerate and expand its
commitment beyond the qualifying limitations identified in “Belonging in BC” by including access for every
community and expanding permanent, temporary shelters and associated program supports in all BC local
governments.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously considered a resolution
asking the Province to accelerate and expand its commitment beyond the qualifying limitations identified in
“Belonging in BC” by including access for every community and expanding permanent, temporary shelters and
associated program supports in all BC local governments.

However, the Committee notes that the membership has consistently endorsed resolutions calling for action on
the part of the provincial and federal governments to fund, provide and facilitate affordable and adequate housing
in communities, with adequate support services, to address homelessness (2023-NR26, 2023-EB18, 2022-NR64,
2021-LR5, 2020-SR10, 2020-NR70, 2019-B68, 2019-B183, 2015-B46, 2013-B54, 2012-B94, 2009-C28, 2008-
A3, 2007-B24, 2006-B81, 2004-B2, 2004-B30).

More generally, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed resolutions calling on the provincial and
federal governments to work to provide affordable housing for all Canadians (2022-EB26, 2021-EB75, 2019-B30,

2018-B56, 2017-B17, 2015-B47, 2013-B53, 2011-B67, 2011-B175, 2008-B158, 2006-A2, 2006- B162, 2005-B48,
2005-B50, 2004-B128).

See resolutions SR3, EB23, EB25, NR26, NR27, NR28, RR10

Conference decision:
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EB25 Extreme Weather Response Shelter System Courtenay, Comox Valley RD,
Cumberland, Powell River

Whereas the Extreme Weather Response (EWR) shelter system was developed more than a decade ago to
support community organizations in providing life-saving warm, safe places for unhoused community members
to sleep in cold and wet weather, the EWR model does not provide any funding for facility rental costs, security,
equipment or resource purchases, nor does it provide any funds for these community organizations to plan for,
develop, and deliver EWR shelters in their communities;

And whereas since the EWR program was developed the number of community members experiencing
homelessness has grown substantially, and the needs of those community members have, often due to addiction
and mental health challenges, become increasingly complex, community organizations in many communities
have been unable to provide life-saving EWR shelters with the limited resources available:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM petition the Province of British Columbia to recognize that the EWR program
is insufficient to address current social challenges and community capacity to meet those challenges; and that a
provincially driven solution be determined in collaboration with community leaders to ensure that:
1. service delivery by existing provincial agencies that are tasked with providing social service supports,
including shelter spaces and wrap-around services, is strengthened; and
2. funds are available to rent facilities, provide security and necessary equipment such that the
community organizations that are tasked to deliver this program are appropriately resourced.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed similar resolutions that asked the
Province to provide adequate funding for, and work with local governments, to open extreme weather response
(EWR) shelters and warming and cooling centers under specific circumstances (2023-EB18, 2023-NR28, 2022-
EB11, 2021-EB73, 2012-B94).

In particular, resolution 2023-EB18 requests that BC Housing, The Ministry of Emergency Management and
Climate Readiness and health authorities ensure that they support local governments with commitments to
provide resourcing for dedicated predetermined long-term locations for warming/cooling centres as well as
appropriately qualified professionals experienced in managing community members with high health needs
including mental health and substance use disorders.

In addition, 2023-NR28 sought that funding for additional shelters be administered through the currently
established provincial funding mechanism to social sector agencies, such as BC Housing.

The provincial government’s website offers a list of expenses and their eligibility for reimbursement during an
extreme weather emergencies: https.:.//www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-
services/emergency-preparedness-response-
recovery/embc/policies/514_eligibility_assessment_addendum.pdf

To ensure costs will be reimbursed, an expense authorization form must be submitted to the Ministry of
Emergency Management and Climate Readiness (EMCR) for pre-approval.

See resolutions SR3, EB23, EB24, NR26, NR27, NR28, RR10

Conference decision:
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EB26 Large Infrastructure Project Impacts on Housing Crisis Squamish

Whereas the Province has acknowledged that there is a housing crisis affecting communities across all of British
Columbia and has chosen to take unprecedented action to address this challenge by looking for opportunities
and taking action to deliver long-term housing supply;

And whereas large infrastructure projects mandated or approved by the Province put immense pressure on
available housing rental and ownership stock, and tourism infrastructure by requiring a significant number of
temporary workers without appropriate workforce housing plans as a requirement of project approval;

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM request that the Province require robust and detailed workforce housing
plans integral to the approval process for large infrastructure projects, to address and minimize the cumulative
impacts of temporary workforce housing on communities and deliver a positive housing legacy.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership endorsed the same resolution from the same
sponsor: 2023-NR19.

The Committee also notes that the membership has endorsed two resolutions addressing the impacts of
workforce housing plans or work camps:

o 2014-A4 which asked the provincial government to establish a “single window approval process” for
work camps that allows for stakeholder comment to address the location, operation, safety, health and
socio-economic impacts associated with a work camp; and

e 2005-B36, which in part expressed concern about the impacts of increased economic activity on
housing, medical services, recreation and other aspects of communities and sought consultation (in
this specific resolution) with the Oil and Gas Commission in advance so local jurisdictions were aware
of their plans that would affect future community and regional development.

See resolution EB104

Conference decision:

EB27 Local Government Funding Through Speculation and Vacancy Tax Burnaby

Whereas encouraging unoccupied residential properties to become available for long-term occupancy represents
an opportunity to increase the availability of housing in our communities;

And whereas revenue collected from the Speculation and Vacancy Tax is directed into the Housing Priority
Initiatives Special Account where BC Housing is the primary recipient of the funds rather than local governments:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM call upon the Province of British Columbia to permit local governments to
receive a portion of the funds collected through the Housing Priority Initiatives Special Account, with funds to be
used by the local government towards affordable housing projects.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse

UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:
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The Resolutions Committee notes that UBCM Executive endorsed referred resolution 2021-NR53 which asked
the provincial government to distribute directly back to each municipality a portion of the revenue collected, up
to the amount collected from each local government, under the Speculation and Vacancy Tax to further affordable
housing initiatives within those jurisdictions.

More broadly, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed a number of resolutions which asks the
Province to empower local governments to collect a levy on vacant residential properties (2023-EB14, 2020-
EB33, 2020-NR69, 2019-B19, 2019-B181, 2018-A3, 2017-B91).

Conference decision:

EB28 BC Speculation and Vacancy Tax North Coast RD

Whereas the BC government implemented a BC Speculation and Vacancy Tax to turn vacant homes into housing
for BC residents;

And whereas the BC government continues to expand the BC Speculation and Vacancy Tax program to include
new communities:

Therefore be it resolved that the UBCM advocate to the provincial government that all BC communities, including
electoral areas, be given the option to opt-in to the BC Speculation and Vacancy Tax program.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously considered a resolution
asking the Province that all BC communities, including electoral areas, be given the option to opt-in to the BC
Speculation and Vacancy Tax program.

However, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed a number of resolutions which asks the
Province to empower local governments to collect a levy on vacant residential properties (2023-EB14, 2020-
EB33, 2020-NR69, 2019-B19, 2019-B181, 2018-A3, 2017-B91).

Conference decision:

EB29 Residential Tenancy Act Review Sicamous

Whereas British Columbia is in a housing crisis and the Residential Tenancy Act is intended to provide a fair
balance between the right of tenants to safe and secure affordable housing and the right of landlords to maintain
their property and see a return on their investment;

And whereas the current Residential Tenancy Act was enacted in 2004 and the last comprehensive review was
completed over 20 years ago (2001-2002), and there is no indication from the Province that a new review will be
conducted;

And whereas the Province is investing $15 million over three years to hire and train more Residential Tenancy
Branch staff and the Province reports a growing caseload for adjudicating disputes between renters and landlords:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM lobby the Province of British Columbia to conduct a formal review of the
Residential Tenancy Act that includes meaningful consultation with stakeholders and considers tenancy
legislation enacted in other Canadian jurisdictions.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership endorsed resolution 2014-B51 which asked the
Province ‘“fo initiate a complete review of the Residential Tenancy Act in order to address gaps within the
legislation which adversely impact both landlords and tenants.”

The Committee also notes that the membership has endorsed some resolutions seeking a review of the
Residential Tenancy Act to address a variety of issues (2020-EB84, 2019-B182, 2017-B120, 2017-B126, 2016-
B121).

The Committee further notes that the membership has endorsed resolutions seeking additional resources for
Residential Tenancy Branch, including:
e 2023-EB17 which asked, in part, for adequate resourcing of the Residential Tenancy Branch (RTB);
and
e 2022-NR12 which asked, in part, to provide the RTB with additional resources to ensure timely support
for adjudication, as well as tracking of health related concerns.

Finally, the Committee notes that The Province in 2018 received the final report from a Rental Housing Task
Force (https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/121/2018/12/RHTF-Recommendations-and-WWH-
Report_Dec2018_FINAL.pdf) that included a series of recommendations related to the residential tenancy
system in BC. The Province has also since that time made some amendments to the Residential Tenancy Act,
including recent amendments aimed at protecting people from bad-faith evictions, eliminating rent increases
when a child is added to a household and resolving rental disputes faster
(https.//news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2024HOUS0017-000461).

Conference decision:

EB30 Development Cost Charges for Fire Protection Facilities Lantzville

Whereas the provincial government has passed Bill 46 Housing Statutes (Development Financing) Amendment
Act, 2023 amending Section 559, subsection (2)(a) of the Local Government Act to include "fire protection
facilities" in the collection of Development Cost Charges (DCCs), but does not specifically define "fire protection
facilities";

And whereas many smaller local governments have a limited number of brick-and-mortar fire protection buildings,
but a large number of other capital expenses related to fire protection, such as vehicles and equipment:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM advocate with the Ministry of Housing and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
that "fire protection facilities" be specifically defined in the relevant documentation and/or legislation to include
the purchase and maintenance of all capital items related to fire protection including, but not limited to, fire trucks,
duty vehicles, hoses, breathing apparatuses, communications equipment and all other capital expenditures that
may be required to equip and maintain fire protection services.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse

UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:
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The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has supported two resolutions that sought to
allow Development Cost Charges to be used to fund the cost of fire halls and firefighting equipment. Resolution
2012-B9 sought to allow development cost charges to be imposed to assist local governments in funding the
capital costs of fire halls and fire suppression equipment and other purposes deemed appropriate by the local
government that are required as a result of increased development. Resolution 2005-B95 sought a change in
legislation allowing municipalities to collect Development Cost Charges for major protective services capital
projects (such as fire fighting equipment).

In addition to 2019-SR2, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed resolutions that call for the
expanded application of Development Cost Charges (DCC) beyond their current allowable usages to a variety
of specific usages including solid waste infrastructure, fire halls and fire suppression equipment and sport related
park infrastructure (2021-EB25, 2020-NR23, 2018-B21, 2016-SR1, 2015-B21, 2012-B9, 2012-B54, 2011-B35,
2010-B23, 2007-B37, 2005-B95).

The Committee also notes that fire protection facilities have now been defined in Interim Guidance on
Development Cost Charges and Amenity Cost Charges (htips:.//www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/housing-and-
tenancy/tools-for-government/local-governments-and-housing/dev._fin_tools-update_interim_guidance.pdf).

This definition notes that Fire service costs that are not considered “facilities” include:
e all vehicles related to the service
e any gear or equipment that is conveyed to the site of a fire or other service activity

Conference decision:

EB31 BC Homeowners Solar Power Incentive Program Okanagan-Similkameen RD

Whereas meeting the need for additional power sources in BC with industrial scale wind and solar installations
is expensive, potentially damaging to environmentally sensitive land, and insufficient;

And whereas private solar installations would reduce these negative economic and environmental impacts;
And whereas solar installation is costly and often beyond the financial ability of many property owners:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM request that the Province create a Provincial Solar Power Rebate Program
for homeowners.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has supported resolutions seeking financial
incentives and support for residential solar power, including:

e 2022-NR18 which asked for financial incentives, including increased feed-in-tariffs, for home and
building owners to install solar (photovoltaic) panels and solar hot water systems;

e 2018-B58 which asked the provincial and federal governments for support for the development of
alternative home heating products that are more affordable to consumers, yet sensitive to
environmental sustainability targets; and

e 2009-B166 (Executive endorsed) which asked the Province to provide incentives to encourage new
construction to be pre-plumbed and pre-wired for future solar panels or other alternative energy
installations.
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More generally, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed several resolutions calling for provincial
assistance and programs to support and incent energy retrofits of buildings to, in-part, help lower GHG emissions
(2019-B152, 2018-B31, 2014-B28, 2014-B64, 2012-B25).

The Committee also notes that in July 2024 BC Hydro announced an incentive program that will offer rebates for
the installation of rooftop solar and battery-storage systems in residential, commercial and institutional buildings.

Conference decision:

©

N\ Community Safety

EB32 Victim Services Program Delivery East Kootenay RD

Whereas the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General has primary responsibility for the Victim Services
Program delivered throughout the Province of British Columbia in close collaboration with policing services;

And whereas a variety of agencies and local governments deliver/manage the Program in different communities,
with varying degrees of expertise and limited connection to services to be able to provide adequate supervision
and support of victim service workers:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the Province of British Columbia to develop a standardized approach for
the delivery and funding of the Victim Services Program, with oversight from the Ministry of Public Safety and
Solicitor General.
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Endorsed by the Association of Kootenay and Boundary Local Governments €\
UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse with Proposed Amendment

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the Provmce of Br/t/sh Columbla fo develop a standardized approach for
, , m police-based victim services

programs in BC that, among other thmgs mcludes addltlonal provincial funding and assigns full

responsibility for delivery of these programs to the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General.

UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously endorsed a resolution
requesting that the Province develop a standardized approach for the delivery and funding of victim services
programs.

As part of information received from the sponsor, it is understood that the intent of the resolution is for the
Province to contribute more funding towards victim services programs; and, that delivery of these programs be
the responsibility of the relevant RCMP detachment or provincial government.

The Committee notes that provincial government funding for victim services programs is a long-standing issue.
Members have consistently endorsed resolutions calling on the Province to increase funding for victim services
programs, including 2020-EB2, 2019-B6, 2017-B5, 2017-B56, 2015-B4, 2014-BA4.

It should also be noted that the UBCM membership considered but did not endorse resolution 2016-B83, which
requested that UBCM work with the Province to develop a mandatory funding formula for local government
contributions towards victim services program. Local governments are currently not required to fund victim
services programs, although some do provide financial contributions.

56 UBCM 2024 Resolutions Book



Conference decision:

EB33 Disaster Financial Assistance for Victims of Climate Fraser Valley RD
Related Events

Whereas the Province of British Columbia does not have a robust policy to assist victims of climate related events
whose losses are not covered by insurance or Disaster Financial Assistance;

And whereas the time of decision making on claims to the Province of British Columbia is a significant and life
changing hardship to British Columbians and Indigenous communities:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the provincial government to take urgent steps to develop a policy to
assist victims of climate events with their claims in a timely manner, not exceeding 12-months post-disaster.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously considered a resolution
calling on the Province to take urgent steps to develop a policy to assist victims of climate events with their claims
in a timely manner, not exceeding 12-months post-disaster.

However, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed several resolutions calling on the Province to
make improvements with respect to assistance for victims of disasters and emergencies:

e 2023-LR2 which asked the provincial and federal governments to administer inmediate assistance and
financial aid to the commercial and industrial business sectors within the province that have been
impacted by disasters, and that government programs, such as Disaster Financial Assistance be
expanded to incorporate the direct and indirect impacts of natural disasters in order to support affected
businesses;

o 2022-NR29 which asked the Province and Emergency Management BC to increase the Disaster
Financial Assistance Funding (DFA) limit on homeowner applications and consider implementing a
framework that ties DFA compensation to BC Assessment values;

e 2019-B97 which asked the Province to work with local governments to establish policy and best
practices for disaster recovery assistance and to direct all disaster recovery assistance funding to local
governments so that they may address their legislative responsibilities;

e 2019-B103 which asked the Province to review insurance practices to identify ways to better serve
property owners and small businesses affected by disaster;

e 2019-B104 which asked the Province to change the Disaster Financial Assistance program criteria
relating to income requirements, eligibility, and insurance availability to better address the needs of
rural British Columbia small business owners;

e 2017-B86 which asked the Province to increase its share of emergency recovery costs, so that the
Province is responsible for 90 per cent and local governments are responsible for 10 per cent of
emergency recovery costs;

e 2015-B78 which asked the Province to expand the disaster relief fund, making it available to all
property owners when such disaster is a result of natural and/or non-human causes; and

e 2013-B90 which asked the Province to expand the Disaster Financial Assistance fund to cover
vacation properties.

In October 2023, the Province began a review of its financial assistance regulation by releasing a discussion
paper and series of questions for stakeholders to consider.

See resolution EB34
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Conference decision:

EB34 Provincial Support for Rebuilding Following Disasters Thompson-Nicola RD

Whereas the Province of BC faces the worsening effects of climate change, the disasters resulting from which
impact more residents and properties with each year;

And whereas many residents and properties impacted by wildfire and flooding are located within regional districts;
And whereas disasters do not recognize jurisdictional boundaries (as was the case with Lytton Creek wildfire):

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the Province to commit to ensuring that in the case of disasters such as
wildfire and flooding, all of those who are impacted—regardless of jurisdictional boundaries—receive the same
access to, and level of, support as they rebuild their homes, businesses, and lives.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously considered a resolution
asking the Province to commit to ensuring that in the case of disasters such as wildfire and flooding, all of those
who are impacted—regardless of jurisdictional boundaries—receive the same access to, and level of, support
as they rebuild their homes, businesses, and lives.

Based on the general principle of equality as it pertains to support for victims of emergencies and disasters, the
Committee recommends that this resolution be endorsed.

Further, the Committee notes that UBCM members have consistently endorsed resolutions related to disaster
financial assistance and support for recovery in BC communities, including:

e requests for the provincial and federal governments to administer inmediate disaster assistance and
financial aid to commercial and industrial sectors, and to expand government programs such as
Disaster Financial Assistance (DFA), increasing funding and tailoring program criteria to reflect the
realities of rural, remote, and First Nations communities in BC (2023-LR2, 2022-NR29, 2019-B104);

e 2019-B103 which asked the Province to review insurance practices to identify ways to better serve
property owners and small businesses affected by disaster;

e 2019-B97 which asked the Province to work with local governments to establish policy and best
practices for disaster recovery assistance and to direct all disaster recovery assistance funding to local
governments;

e 2017-LR4 which called on the federal and provincial governments to establish a $1 billion recovery
fund to assist BC communities, including First Nations, impacted by that year’s record-breaking wildfire
season;

e 2017-B86 which asked the Province to increase its share of emergency recovery costs, so that the
Province is responsible for 90 per cent and local governments are responsible for 10 per cent of
emergency recovery costs;

e 2015-B78 which asked the Province to expand the disaster relief fund, making it available to all
property owners when such disaster is a result of natural and/or non-human causes.

See resolution EB33

Conference decision:
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EB35 Flood Protection Funding and Management Mission

Whereas the majority of communities, either in whole or in part, within British Columbia are situated on floodplains;

And whereas the cost of mitigating flood risk has increased to levels that are no longer affordable by Local
Governments, Regional Districts or Improvement Districts:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM request the province and federal governments commit to allocate adequate
funds to mitigate the flood threat to British Columbia communities and that the Province consider assuming
control of, and responsibility for, flood protection and mitigation infrastructure including diking and pump stations.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed numerous resolutions requesting
support and/or funding for flood protection, prevention and mitigation measures (2022-SR3, 2021-EB6, 2020-
SR1, 2020-NR16, 2019-B12, 2018-B123, 2018-B94, 2018-B37, 2016-B56, 2015-B97, 2015-B7, 2014-B76, 2013-
A1, 2013-A2, 2012-B3, 2012-B4).

The Committee also notes that the membership has supported multiple resolutions calling on the Province to be
established as the diking authority in all local governments (2022-SR3, 2015-B52 and 2014-B75 (in local
governments under 20,000 in population)).

The UBCM Executive has consistently called on the provincial government to provide long-term funding and
support to local governments to address new and ongoing emergency management responsibilities. This request
was also included as part of the August 2021 report by the UBCM Select Committee on Local Government
Finance, Ensuring Local Government Financial Resiliency.

Conference decision:

EB36 Emergency and Disaster Management Act Capacity Funding Hudson’s Hope

Whereas the Province of British Columbia has enacted legislation known as the Emergency and Disaster
Management Act (EDMA) that constitutes a significant download of responsibilities and addition of new legislative
and regulatory requirements that will significantly and permanently add to the workload of municipalities and
regional districts;

And whereas the opportunities for local governments to raise funds required to support these legislative changes
are limited, and where the provincial government has provided some proactive capacity funding in specific areas,
such as First Nations consultation, but has not provided any guarantee of ongoing capacity funding to support
the legacy of these legislative changes:

Therefore be it resolved that the UBCM lobby the Province of British Columbia to commit to providing long-term
sustainable capacity funding to municipalities and regional districts to fulfill their emergency management duties,
including responsibilities under the Emergency and Disaster Management Act.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse

UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:
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The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership recently endorsed resolution 2023-EB26, which
asked the Province to create an annual funding model for local governments to more adequately prepare for,
and respond to, local emergencies.

In response to endorsed resolution 2023-EB26, the Province acknowledged the importance of supporting
communities, noting several short-term financial commitments towards the Community Emergency
Preparedness Fund. The Province has not sought to develop a long-term funding and capacity-building
framework to address new and enhanced emergency management responsibilities, despite numerous requests
delivered through endorsed resolutions, the UBCM Select Committee on Local Government Finance, and UBCM
Executive.

The Committee also notes that the membership has endorsed additional resolutions seeking ongoing funding
related to emergency management (2022-EB34, 2022-EB35, 2022-NR23, 2020-SR1, 2020-EB38, 2019-B11,
2018-B107, 2017-B86, 2017-B86, 2016-B56, 2015-B7, 2015-B77, 2015-B78, 2014-B76, 2013-B44) and disaster
recovery (2019-B104, 2019-B97, 2018-B100, 2015-B5, 2012-B114).

See resolution RR21

Conference decision:

EB37 Enacting the Safety Amendment Act Fort St. John

Whereas ensuring the safety and well-being of our communities is of utmost importance, and recent events in
the province highlight the urgent need for proactive measures to tackle emerging social and criminal challenges;

And whereas the Province of BC previously created and did not enact the Community Safety Act and Community
Safety Amendment Act, providing authorities with effective tools to respond to chronic and illegal behaviour from
problematic properties;

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM actively lobby the provincial government to bring into force the Community
Safety Act and Community Safety Amendment Act to address challenges related to crime and illegal activity and
associated threats to public safety.
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Endorsed by the North Central Local Government Association €N

UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously considered a resolution
asking the Province to bring into force the Community Safety Act and Community Safety Amendment Act to
address challenges related to crime and illegal activity and associated threats to public safety.

However, the Committee notes that the membership previously endorsed resolution 2009-B66, which requested
new or amended legislation to address public disorder, neighbourhood deterioration and other issues caused by
illicit drug houses, problem addresses, and certain businesses. The Province subsequently passed the
Community Safety Act in 2013, but did not bring it into force. Amendments were tabled in 2019 that sought to,
among other things, better address low-level gang and firearm violence in communities. The Community Safety
Amendment Act was passed in 2019, although this Act has not been brought into force.

Conference decision:
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EB38 Bylaw Offence Notice Limits Summerland

Whereas the Community Charter Bylaw Enforcement Ticket Regulation has been amended to increase
maximum Municipal Ticket Information (MTI) fine amounts from $1,000 to $3,000, but the maximum fine amount
for Bylaw Offence Notices (BON) under the Local Government Bylaw Notice Enforcement Act remains at $500,
which is inconsistent with inflation rates and is not enough of a financial disincentive for many bylaw infractions,
especially for short-term rentals;

And whereas BONs are more commonly used for bylaw enforcement as they require less evidentiary and
administrative work than MTls and can be disputed through a neutral adjudication process rather than tying up
the court system:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM request the provincial government to increase the maximum penalty for
Bylaw Offence Notices and amend the Local Government Bylaw Notice Enforcement Act accordingly.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership previously endorsed resolution 2016-B84 which
sought an increase to the maximum penalty provided under the Local Government Bylaw Notice Enforcement
Act from $500 to $1,000.

UBCM has raised the need to increase the bylaw adjudication maximum fine amount with the provincial
government on numerous occasions. To this point, the Province has been unwilling to meaningfully consider this
change, despite overseeing the increase of certain costs associated with the adjudication process.

See resolution NR30

Conference decision:

EB39 Allocating Resources Towards Cyber Security Health and Logan Lake
Protection of Privacy

Whereas public bodies are responsible for the management and protection of personal information under the
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPPA);

And whereas personal information is stored and gathered through many methods including digital technology;

And whereas local governments face major challenges with digital technology including capacity and the lack of
knowledge and awareness around cyber security;

And whereas Section 69 (5) of FOIPPA legislation, which states that local governments are required to conduct
Privacy Impact Assessments (PIA) on new initiatives for which no PIA has been conducted or before
implementing a significant change to an existing initiative, places hardship on local governments to allocate more
staff and resources to meet these requirements, along with costs of upgrades to digital technology:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the Province of BC to allocate additional resources to assist local
governments with assessing and maintaining cyber security health by collaborating with Information Technology
Professionals to produce relevant and effective Privacy Impact Assessments.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has not previously considered a resolution
asking the Province to allocate additional resources to assist local governments with assessing and maintaining
cyber security health by collaborating with Information Technology Professionals to produce relevant and
effective Privacy Impact Assessments.

The Committee further notes that in 2021, UBCM members endorsed “Ensuring Local Government Financial
Resiliency”, a report from the Select Committee on Local Government Finance that made 20 recommendations
fowards finance system modernization (the Report). The Report is being used as a guide for the joint Provincial-
UBCM Local Government Financial Review Working Group. Recommendation 13 from the Report seeks the
establishment of a provincial program that provides local governments with expertise (e.g., systems and
programs) and shared skills to protect and respond to cyber threats.

Conference decision:

EB40 E-Comm Governance Review New Westminster

Whereas E-Comm has struggled to provide service levels that meet established standards or the expectations
of the communities they serve, while the cost of E-Comm is increasing at an unsustainable rate, creating budget
uncertainty for local Police and Fire services;

And whereas the imminent introduction of next-Gen 911 will represent the single largest change in emergency
communications delivery since the introduction of 911, with uncertain cost and operational impacts:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the provincial government to engage local governments in a
comprehensive review of the governance structure and delivery model of 911 emergency call taking, related non-
emergency call taking, and emergency dispatch services across BC with a goal to assure reliable, affordable,
and sustainable services for all communities.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership, as part of endorsed resolution 2023-SR2,
requested that the Province of BC work with local governments to modernize the 911 emergency communications
system through the creation of a provincial 911 governance model, with local government representation, to
address policy and service standard issues, and manage revenue. This resolution also requested:
o Implementation of a 911 levy on cellular devices, to address current and future financial challenges
associated with the delivery of 911 services;
o Development of consistent 911 service standards, without increasing service costs for local
governments; and
o Integration of mental health call options within the 911 framework including culturally safe options for
Indigenous and other racialized peoples.

The Committee also notes that the UBCM membership also endorsed resolution 2022-EB42, which asked the
Province to work with UBCM to develop a new provincial mandate and structure for 911 service delivery, with a
focus on improving the governance, funding and operations.
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Additionally, the UBCM Executive, in 2022, delivered correspondence calling for a governance model, consistent
service standards, and a provincial strategy to modernize 911 services, in addition to emphasizing the need for
a call answer levy on cellular devices.

Conference decision:

EB41 Intersection Safety Camera Program Expansion Dawson Creek

Whereas due to the high frequency of crashes at intersections in British Columbia, the province implemented an
Intersection Safety Camera (ISC) program to save lives and reduce injuries;

And whereas the ISC program consists of 140 red light and speed cameras at high-risk intersections in British
Columbia, with only one of the locations being in North Central British Columbia thus limiting the opportunity for
remote municipalities to use red-light or speed cameras as a traffic safety feature:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM lobby the provincial government to expand the Intersection Safety Camera
program.
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Endorsed by the North Central Local Government Association €\
UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee advises that the UBCM membership has previously endorsed resolutions that seek
for an expansion of the Intersection Safety Camera program through a variety of initiatives.

However, the Committee notes that the membership has endorsed resolutions (2023-EB25, 2019-B8, 2017-B90)
asking the Province to permit local governments to independently implement traffic enforcement cameras on
local roads at the local government’s expense. As part of its response to resolution 2023-EB25, the Province
stated that it does not intend to expand the Intersection Safety Camera program.

The Committee also notes that the membership has endorsed additional resolutions seeking the usage of traffic
enforcement cameras, including:

e 2018-B103 which asked the Province to pilot average-speed-over-distance technology at one or more
suitable locations in BC, including but not limited to the Sea-to-Sky Highway 99 at Lions Bay, the
Malahat Highway 1 or the Coquihalla Highway 5;

e 2013-B91 which asked the Province to amend legislation to permit the use of speed cameras in school
and playground traffic zones, with fine revenue to be shared on a negotiated basis between local
governments; and

e 2011-B84 which asked the Province to allow for intersection safety cameras to be installed at crash-
prone locations where marked crosswalks are absent.

See resolutions RR14, RR15, RR16, RR17, RR18

Conference decision:

EB42 Management of Fireworks Mission

Whereas the misuse and abuse of fireworks causes property damage, personal injury, community disturbance
and is a threat to first responders;

And whereas a province-wide approach is needed for the safe manufacturing, transportation, retail, wholesale
and use of fireworks:
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Therefore be it resolved that UBCM ask the provincial government to regulate the use and sale of fireworks in
British Columbia, including public education, enforcement, and transportation.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed two resolutions that make similar
requests:

e 2010-B3 which asked the Province to regulate the use of fireworks in British Columbia by a permit
system that also addresses public education, enforcement, international and local government cross-
border transportation, and cost recovery where loss can be directly attributed to the use and abuse of
fireworks.; and

e 2005-B74 which asked the Province to regulate the use of fireworks in British Columbia, through a
framework that addresses public education, enforcement, international and municipal cross border
transportation, and cost recovery where loss can be directly attributed to the use or abuse of fireworks.

As part of its response to resolution 2010-B3, the Province noted that "the proposed regulatory change would
require significant local government involvement and support, which has not been evident in previous efforts to
amend existing fireworks regulations."

The Committee advises that the membership considered, but did not endorse, resolution 2005-B75 which sought
a province-wide ban on the general sale and use of fireworks.

See resolutions RR19, RR20

Conference decision:

EB43 Federal Consultation Prior to Issuing Medical Cannabis Cariboo RD
Production Certificates

Whereas Health Canada may issue a registration document to an individual based in part on a health care
provider’s initial assessment and document supporting the individual’s use of medical cannabis which can permit
an individual to grow cannabis plants at designated locations for the purpose of producing cannabis for personal
medical use;

And whereas the number of plants which may be possessed under a medical certificate can permit a person to
possess a number of plants similar to an industrial marijuana grow facility:

Therefore be it resolved that UBCM and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities call on Health Canada to
consult and share information with local governments prior to authorizing any individual to produce cannabis for
medical purposes at any location within a given local government’s jurisdictional boundaries.
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UBCM Resolutions Committee Recommendation: Endorse
UBCM Resolutions Committee Comments:

The Resolutions Committee notes that the UBCM membership has endorsed several resolutions related to
information sharing with local governments as it pertains to the personal production of cannabis for medical
purposes, including:
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