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Agenda

• History of SAR and partnership with municipalities
• 2022 Year in Review
• How municipalities can help local SAR groups
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About BCSARA
Representing ground search and rescue stakeholders in British Columbia

Ground search and rescue (GSAR) in British 
Columbia is provided solely by volunteers.  
On call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, these 
unpaid professionals provide their own 
personal gear, time, dedication and expertise 
at no cost to the people of BC and to the 
individuals they rescue.  
BCSARA is proud to represent the 3,400+ 
GSAR volunteers in BC who make up 78 
search groups across the province. 



History of Search & Rescue in BC
How it all started

Formed out of simple necessity – a call for help for 
someone injured or missing. Formed from:
• Local fish and game clubs
• Volunteer fire departments
• Civil defence units
• Hiking clubs

No formal training, no funding, virtually no 
equipment.
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SAR in the 21st Century
Well organized

• Most SAR groups are incorporated non-profit 
societies

• 2002 BCSARA incorporated as non-profit society

• 2010 proposed alternative funding model to province

• 2016 received a 2-year $10 million grant

• 2017 received a 1-year $5 million grant

• 2019 received a 3-year $18 million grant to test new 
funding model

• 2022 was first year of sustainable funding of $6 
million
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UBCM Supported 
Funding Model



Required 
Funding
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Year In Review Report
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One slide says it all
SAR makes a difference
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Value of Volunteerism
SAR makes a difference
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Highly Qualified Professionals
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Government Funding
How much and what does it cover
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• BCSARA receives $6 million per year

• Almost $5 million goes directly to the 78 GSAR groups

• $250,000 for insurance

• $500,000 for staff wages

• Rest covers various programs such as BC AdventureSmart and an extensive database



Cost of SAR Readiness
How much and what does it cover
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• It is estimated that it cost $12 million (2018 dollars) for the 78 Groups to maintain 
readiness (training, equipment, overhead). 

• Province covers 40% or about $6 million

• GSAR groups must fund the remainder (donations, grants, fund raisers and you –
municipalities)



Civil Emergencies
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Urban Searches
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Partners with local fire
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Direct Funding Direct Support Combination

Your role in this partnership
How can municipalities help?
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Maintaining Readiness



Time Cost Readiness
Imagine a fire department without your support
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Connect with your local group
What does your SAR group need?
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• There is no template – every GSAR groups has different needs

• Talk to your local GSAR group about their needs

• Look for ways to assist them

• Ask about big ticket projects that need community support



We are all partners in saving lives
Support your local SAR group

SAR volunteers are your neighbours, your doctors, your mechanics, your 
relatives. They come from all walks of live and cross sections of your 
community. 

They have one goal in mind which is to save anyone who ventures into your 
outdoor recreational wilderness. 

It could be your neighbour, your relative, your friend or YOU!

Please, be a partner with your local SAR group and help us save lives 
together. 
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Thank you for 
your interest.

Any questions?
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