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Princeton officially becomes
‘Bronze Statue Capital of Canada

ANDREA DEMEER / May. 28, 2020 11:15 a.m. / NEWS
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Help support our local businesses. Together we can
make a difference.

5 day challenge to
support small businesses
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REDISCOVER A NEW PRINCETON
Revitalized Princeton a perfect destination
for travellers this year
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you've been to Princeton before, iTs time to g0 back.

If you've never been to Princeton before, nowis

e time to go.

People from both groups will be surprised and excited about what they s22, because the Southern
Interior community has besn hard at work over the last couple of years revitalizing itself to
become a must-stop on any B.C. vacation itinerary.

“I¥s been a good transformation,” Princeton economic development and tourism director Gary
iting to be a part of the progression of this project and starting to ses it

f little things go a long way, P n has
travelled & great distance in 3 short peried
of time. Town council authorized the
production of 15 bronze sculptures, and
Princeton has now trademarked the name
The Bronze Sculpture Capital of Canada. The
art pieces “reflect our history and the
wilderness and wildlife that's here,” Schaz

designed 0

ton also erscted timber archways at
© main entry points, and three large
timber welcome signs greet peopls 35 they enter town, which has made an immediate impact.
Schatz heard from visitors who said they used to drive through town “for years and years,” but the
new archways convinced them that something unique might be happening, so they decided to
turnin and have a look.

“They =aid it made them rezlize this is really quite 2 nice, quaint town,” he says.
Another goal was to simply beautify the community as much as possible, 50 an emphasi

on flowers and general landscaping work to make it an atwractive place to be. The v

wac ramnlatels revamned fram the new timher farade nn the Antcide ra the syrencive renavarinn
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STAFF REPORTS

6.1 Christmas Light Up Contest for Businesses and Homeowners
2020-029-RES

Moved by Councillor Willis

Seconded by Councillor Gould

THAT Council authorize a Town of Princeton Christmas Light and Holiday Decorating contest for
both Businesses and Homeowners. With prizes in the form of Gift Certificates purchased from
Princeton Businesses for first, second and third in both categories.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

6.2 Reallocation of funds for Christmas Light Program

2020-030-RES
Moved by Councillor McLean
Seconded by Councillor Willis

THAT Council authorize the transfer of up to $30,000 dollars from the Economic Development
external promotion budget to the Christmas Light budget for the purpose of purchasing new Christmas
Lights as part of the downtown revitalization program and also to promote a positive shop local
campaign during this holiday season.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Councillor Elliott arrived at 2:09 PM
6.3 Industrial Park Revitalization Tax Exemption Bylaw

Council and Staff discussed the proposed Industrial Park Revitalization Tax Exemption

Bylaw.
6.4 Business Facade Improvement Grant Program

Council and Staff discussed the proposed Business Fagade Improvement Grant

Program.
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#ReDiscoverPrinceton
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Visitor Centre /

#ReDiscoverPrinceton

In 2022 The Town of Princeton launched an
extensive marketing campaign focused on
the hashtag #Rediscover Princeton.

For too long Princeton has been viewed as

a pitstop between the Lower Mainland and ’&
Okanagan Region of British Columbia.

The goal of the campaign was to make the
traveling public and tourists aware of the

fact that Princeton was much more than a

drive through community.

The primary focus of the campaign was to
bring awareness to the fact that Princeton
is the Bronze Sculpture Capital of Canada
and to attract visitors to experience the
towns Bronze Sculpture Walk, and in
doing so experience the towns shops

and restaurants aswell
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£ Now Open Year Round!

PRINCET.N DiscoverPrinceton.ca * Princeton.ca * #ReDiscoverPrincefon
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50,000 Copies 1.5 Million
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things to do in town and pick up a souvenir or unique gift!

CLICKHERE 3> Princeton.ca

Drop in to our new Visitor Centre to find
out all of the exciting things to do in town
and pick up a souvenir or unigue gift!

CLICKHERE »>> Princeton.ca

¢ Princeton.ca

Clicks by BC City
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#ReDiscoverPrinceton

DIGITAL BILLBOARDS
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Thé Bronze Sculpture Capital of Canada &&=
18,000,000 Vehicles / Year

Town of Princeton Advertising Campaign - The Similkameen Region of British Columbia

——




e

RMILION FORS

camP 5

‘311;;§
T

2\
Y <

ELEVATOR ADS

PRINCET®N

o _,ﬁtrmgﬂ_éﬂ
 \HBC BRIGADE = = ==
Eooes & |Wiatcom |—.—= =

| DEWDNEY eeees

&g/

= e IfL‘ HODE PASS  wem
ol pach o
| St
ADAMOMAGAZINE ) 000 Copics
TORONTO ;
| ADAMO MAGAZINE ~ ~ #ReD| Princeta
i (edscoyer T

The Branze Sculpture Capita

ONLINEVIEWS 500,000+

vor | SUMMER 2022

Town of Princeton Advertising Campaign-T

BISTRIBUTION REPORE
TORONTO

rilkameen Region of British Columbia

N L



FRONT

T-SHIRT DESIGNS

FRONT

PRINCET®N

PRINCET#N ﬁ-ﬂ///-)o/F/E |
w. ' ‘- ";‘
i CQ'L!:JRI\\llG-BOOK Es

PRINCETN

UNIVERSITY OF

EELICEI

¢

PR]NCET'N The Bronze sculpture “.
Capital of Canada_ ]

NS 2




Home Autos Contests Jobs Trending Now

g e Vi (e ol o e oo
Hi W a1 1 o e Y

" The e Souphure aptil e o [

18
C We (rducrover |

NEWS STORIES &0ee
oW or

PRINCET®N

They do not come much tougher than the Town of Princeton, which has recovered

from November’s massive flooding and is now attracting more tourists than ever. OKANAGAN BiZ COMMUNITY m EVENTS m

“We're trying to make people aware that that floods are done,’ Princeton economic - .
development and tourism director Gary Schatz says. “We're back—and back Princeton bounces back blg
Sporso Jun 16,2022  Think Locas [EIE €EECE

better—and looking forward to the upcoming summer season.” o9 Contert .
There are still some displaced residents in the Southern Interior community, which was
hammered by raging flood waters in mid-November. Schatz, in fact, is still getting work

done on his home, but he says he's better off than most.

Any concerns that the flood damage would keep people away quickly dissipated.
Statistics show the Town of Princeton has attracted the most visitors in each month of
2022 since they started tracking the numbers in 2015.

N

“Our businesses are back open,” Schatz says. “Everything is kind of humming along in
terms of the town itself. Everything’s full speed ahead. Our RV park is busy."

Princeton is getting back to
business

ANDREA DEMEER / May. 16, 2020 9:32 a.m. / NEWS
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Schatz believes the work the town has done over the last several years is the reason
why so many people are realizing Princeton is not just a pitstop between the
Okanagan and the Lower Mainland. Its presence in the national news over the last six
months might have actually helped its exposure, too, but its new attractions are
definitely making an impact.

This wise old owl, known as“The Professor,"can be found along the Princeton sculpture
walk in front of the library.

“A lot of it has to do with a lot of the improvements we've made here, like the timber features,” Schatz says. “The gateways are
pulling people in. We're hearing it every day at our visitor centre that people say how they used to drive by, and now they're
pulling into town. “The number one request at our visitor centre is they're coming for the bronze sculpture walk. It’s the most
popular thing. People are actually making day trips now to come and take a look at that—and in significant numbers.”

Princeton’s council two years ago authorized the production of 15 bronze sculptures, and Princeton has now trademarked the
name The Bronze Sculpture Capital of Canada. Six more statues—a mountain goat and five bear cubs—are coming this summer.
The art pieces reflect the town’s history, the wilderness that surrounds it and the wildlife that lives within it.“There's not a day goes
by you don't see people posing with statues and taking pictures on them,” he says. “It’s great to see.”

Princeton also erected timber archways at its two main entry points, and three large timber welcome signs greet people as they
enter town. Not everything made it unscathed out of the floods. The RV park suffered significant damage, but town crew and
contractors got hard at work and made it even better than it was before. Part of the Kettle Valley Railway Trail was washed away, e 5 " . "
so Schatz and his team made a virtual reality video using kayakers near the off-limits area that will be available at the visitor centre #Mining4Miracles #PieThrow: Virtual Edit

this summer. A7 Mining For Miracles @
36 subscribers

There are kilometres of trails to enjoy in and around Princeton, and there is plenty of great fishing to be had as well as a long list of

activities inside the town limits. Work is already underway on an outdoor plaza that will cater to both locals and visitors. “They say

adversity makes you stronger, so you'll see that with this town,” Schatz says. “That’s the case here. They've been through it before,

long before | got here, and people rebuilt. It’s happening again.”
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VISITOR CENTRE STATS OUTSIDE FACTORS
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Despite the challenges our visitor stats remain consistent and strong

*  Our Marketing Campaign has nearly 60 million impressions across all mediums
*  Our walk-in visitor statistics continue to increase

e Our municipal RV Park continues to do strong business
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. . e Thank you to the Princeton team our economic
med/{coverprlnceton.ca success has been a team endeavor .
www.princetonecdev.ca

www.princetonmuseum.org * Thank you to Princeton Town Council for their

leadership and vision.

* Thank you to Gary Schatz, Princeton Director of
Economic Development.

e A special thank you to Dale Wheeldon and the
BC Economic Development Association who

assisted Princeton after the 2021 atmospheric
river.
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