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National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 
UBCM Clinic September 15, 2022

Lisa Bhopalsingh, Director of Community Development, City of Nanaimo



Land Acknowledgment

Respectfully acknowledge that I am 
speaking here today on the Traditional 
Territory of Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) 

and Lilwat7úl (Lil’wat) Nations

And I Respectfully acknowledge that I will be 
discussing relations with the Snuneymuxw First 
Nation whose Territory the City of Nanaimo is 

located upon



Our Journey in Pictures

1 September 30, 2021

2 September 30, 2022

3 Foundations
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Snuneymuxw First Nation – City of Nanaimo – School District #68, 
September 30, 2021
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Truth and Reconciliation

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 2021
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National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 2021
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National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 2021



National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 2022
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Honouring of  Snuneymuxw hul q’uminum name for new Stadium 
Q'unq'inuqwstuxw through protocol and art sign
(pronounced ki-KIN-ish-TOOK), translates to “return/give back”. 
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Building on Foundations
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Building on Foundations

Building on Foundations
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Our Learnings – Build on past success/trust/relations 

• Need leadership 

• Need staff buy in

• Follow Nation/s direction

• Plan Together – process as 
important as outcome

• Prioritize and care for Elders, 
Survivors and Families

• Consider location 
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Hay cep q’a Siem

“You know, reconciliation at its centre is really 
about, for me, fundamentally two things. 
It is about respect and
it is about love" 

Natan Obed, President, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
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