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Child Care Matters 
Quality child care is important: 

• For children –quality child care benefits children cognitively, socially, 
intellectually, emotionally and physically

• For parents – helps balance work, school and family; provides 
opportunities for sharing, learning, networking and referrals

• For business – helps business hire and retain employees

• For society – lays the foundation for school 
success, higher education, development of 
social-emotional skills and life-long learning



Relationships Matter
The Burnaby School District has been working 
with community-based child care providers to 
integrate child care into schools and on school 
grounds since 1970.

• Longstanding relationship with the City of 
Burnaby

• Strong partnerships 
with local child care 
providers 



Burnaby Needs Assessment 

Burnaby findings:

• a minimum of 1,800 new full-time licensed spaces are 
needed by 2031 to maintain current levels of child care 
provision

• Need is greatest for Infant/Toddler spaces and School 
Age spaces

• More spaces are needed in Northwest and Southeast 
Quadrants



Joint Roundtable



Opportunities for Expansion
• Designated child care space for children from birth to 

school-age in schools and on school grounds

• Shared Space 
– StrongStart classrooms
– Non-enrolling classroom 

space

• Capital Projects – purpose built space allocated to child 
care providers



Board Recommendation

In 2019 the Burnaby Board of Education 
recommended that the district 
pursue full cost recovery child care 
funding from the Ministry of 
Children and Family Development 
for K/1 and grade 2+ child care; 
and partner with the  City of Burnaby 
for infant/toddler and 3-5 year old 
child care.



PDR Development Sequence
Consultation

• Schools (PAC / 
Principals)

• Internal 
Partners

• Key 
Stakeholders

• City of Burnaby
• MCFD
• Potential 

Childcare 
Expansion List 
Developed

Site Review

• Joint City of 
Burnaby 
Opportunities 
Identified

• Architect / 
Operations 
Department 
Site Review

• Childcare 
Operating Risk 
Assessment

• Impact on Long 
Range Facility 
Plan

• School Site 
Assessment

Building Design

• Fraser Health 
Engagement 
(Licencing)

• City of Burnaby 
(Building 
Permit)

• Request for 
Proposals –
Vendor 
Selection

• Capital Project 
Budget

• Selection of 
Expansion 
Option

Report Finalization

• Recommend 
establishing 
“Childcare 
Community 
HUBS”

• Recommended 
projects and 
phasing

• Recommend 
use of 
Construction 
Management



Site Selection Criteria
ü Neighbouring schools in area of high need for child care;
ü Feedback collected during the community consultation 

process;
ü Distribution of new child care programs throughout the 

City; 
ü Seismic mitigation project versus new build capital 

project; 
ü Current child care sites where providers have in excess of 

50 children on their waitlists; and,
ü The Parent Advisory Council and principal have identified 

the school community as being an area of high need.



Additional Selection Criteria

üCoordination with City of Burnaby child care 
initiatives;

üDistrict Long-Range 
Facility Plan; and,

üDistrict recovery 
of classrooms.



Current Landscape
33 Locations 18 Child 

Care/Preschool 
Partners

1466 Spaces



Call to Action

Make one community connection: 
It takes a village to expand childcare 

Sheri Brattston
Managing Director, Community Education
Burnaby School District
Sheri.Brattston@burnabyschools.ca

https://burnabyschools.ca/

