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• Good places to walk and 
ride bikes 

• Parks, green spaces and 
trails to support active 
transportation

• Compact centres suited to 
active transportation trips

• History of collaboration, 
partnering to get projects 
done

Small Town Advantages



Measuring Progress in BC: Survey

BC communities 
with population 
1,000 - 30,000



Measuring Progress in BC: Survey
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Select roads closed to cars

Well-lit routes

Narrower traffic lanes

Aesthetically pleasing features

Separation from vehicle traffic by space

Signage for walking and cycling paths

Differentiated bike and pedestrian pathways

Bike shelters and racks

Bikeways connected to home, work, recreation, school

Paths or trails that connect communities

Places to sit

Continuous and connected pathways

Sidewalks

Crosswalks in busy areas



Key Challenges: Survey
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Conflicting MOTI and municipal goals

Challenging topography, long distances

Lack of best practices

No existing AT infrastructure

Challenging weather conditions

Lack of economic data

Lack of travel behaviour data

Auto-dependent culture

Competing community priorities

Inadequate staff capacity

Inadequate funding



Integration: Finding Leaders
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Case Study Lessons

Collaboration is at the heart of 
active transportation progress.#1



Case Study Lessons

Be ready for grants.#2



Case Study Lessons

Use trails as connectors in the 
active transportation network.#3



Case Study Lessons

Look at connections to 
neighbouring towns.#4



Case Study Lessons

Incorporate an equity lens.#5



Case Study Lessons

Get council’s and community’s 
attention on active 
transportation.

#6



Case Study Lessons

Place-making 
can encourage 
active 
transportation.

#7



Case Study Lessons

Highway as Main Street is a 
complex active transportation 
challenge in small towns.

#8



Case Study Lessons

Look at opportunities to 
integrate active transportation 
improvements with upgrading 
in capital plans. 

#9



Case Study Lessons

Build the network and 
don’t let “perfect” get in 
the way of the possible.

#10




