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Our mission is to ensure that all members of 
Squamish have access to nutritious, safe, 
ecologically sustainable, and culturally 
appropriate food at all times. Our vision is that 
Squamish Valley food and agricultural lands are 
protected, and producers, processors, growers, 
foragers, and knowledge holders are supported.

Squamish Food Policy Council

Squamish Climate Action Network

Squamish CAN strives to empower our 
community with just and actionable solutions to 
the climate crisis through education, policy 
development and systems change.
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• Food Security Action Plans
• Evidence Based Policy 

Development
• Pandemic Response
• Indigenous Food Sovereignty
• Food Justice
• Food Waste
• Responding to the Climate Crisis
• Good Food Procurement Program
• Food and Farm Planning
• Advocating collaboratively on 

provincial issues, such as: food 
insecurity, ALC regulation, 
national school food programs

Food Policy Councils and Other 
Community Food Groups
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Takeaways 

• High impacts though good policy 
development

• Collaboration is key
• Help contribute and fund food organizations 

to be able to leverage additional funding 
• Explore if existing policies are creating 

barriers to advancing your communities food 
system (ex: greenhouses or farm stands)

• Make a food a priority like housing and 
childcare

• When developing food and farm plans, 
include implementation planning and ongoing 
funding/staff support
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Local Government 
Partnership Program (LGPP)

• Support BC communities to integrate 
agricultural strategy into community planning 
decisions

• Cost-shared funding to develop, update and 
implement agricultural planning tools

• Successor to Local Government Agricultural 
Planning Program

• Relaunched as LGPP in April 2021
• Funding from the Agri-Food Futures Fund
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LGPP: Program Design
• $500K cost-shared funding available
• Up to $40K per project
• 15 projects approved
• Applicants were local governments
• Demonstrate political support and 

plans to implement
• Compliments and supported by 

Provincial Strengthening Farming 
Program
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Key Lessons from Program 

• Broad community support needed to implement

• Flexibility in project time-frame

• Strong interest and uptake in First Nations 

• Continued need for this support for updating and 
implementation
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Future Program Design

• We propose shifting the focus away from short-term 
competitiveness towards long-term resilience, 
especially with regards to climate change

• Support targeted activities 

• Partnership and sharing across regions and between 
different levels of government 
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Thanks!
Any questions?
www.iafbc.ca
info@iafbc.ca
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Vision
Sustainable food systems where people and planet thrive.

Mission
We connect, empower, and inspire people to strengthen BC’s sustainable food systems.



CLIMATE SOLUTIONS THROUGH FOOD SYSTEMS

B.C. food lands are transformed to provide climate solutions—reducing agriculture emissions and sequestering 
carbon—while offering co-benefits of local food production, biodiversity protection, and climate resilience.

Engaging Eaters

Supporting 
Farmers & Ranchers Influencing Policy



17
BC Seed Security Program



Food Systems & 

Local Government

● Local governments have 
creative options for addressing 
the current and long term food 
needs of citizens.

● Water, soil fertility, 
transportation, zoning, 
business licences are some of 
the means that can be 
leveraged to bolster a 
community’s food security and 
resilience.



Food Systems & Local 
Government - UBCM

UBCM Resolutions

● Food Security for BC - Peace River - 2010
● Ensure Food Security - Victoria - 2013
● Food Security - Port Coquitlam - 2019
● Cumulative Effects of Land Use Decisions 

- Sunshine Coast RD - 2020
● Provincial Action to Enhance Food 

Security During Emergencies - Comox 
Valley RD - 2020

● Community Climate Action Plans -
Comox Valley RD - 2021

● Local Government Incentives for Climate 
Change Resiliency - Gibsons - 2022

● Stormwater Management - Sunshine 
Coast RD - 2022



Group Break-Outs

DISCUSSION:

● What are you currently doing?
● What are the gaps?
● What additional supports do you 

need?

REPORT OUT:

● Significant successful project or 
partnership

● Major support required



Thank-You!

Krystle tenBrink
Executive Director 
Squamish Food Policy Council
krystle@squamishcan.net
squamishfoodpolicycouncil.com 

Michelle Koski
Chief Executive Officer
Investment Agriculture Foundation
mkoski@iafbc.ca
iafbc.ca

Cheryl Johnson
Executive Director
Farmfolk Cityfolk
director@farmfolkcityfolk.ca
farmfolkcityfolk.ca
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