Who MWe Were:
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| UNION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA MUNICIPALITIES

FORMATION

{1 190, British Columbia was growing rapidly, with new
e R

MURCPALITES | with immigeants from sl ovcr the werkd who bad bec drswn by
MEETING AT mOTAL €aTY ©opportunitics in resource-rich BC.

e vy growing mnicipuises el comstnined by the

imited powers alloticd them by the Province and wanted
more say in their own governance. The most contentious isuc was
the necesity to pay for health, education, law enforcement and
welfare out of the limited funds they received from property and
improvement taxes, statute labour, trade licenses, fines and local
improvement rates.

Mayor W. H. Keny

jl » addition, municipalitis were finding making amendments
t0 the 1306 BC Municipal Clauses Act time-consuming,
expensive and chaotic, with onc municipality fighting hard to win
an amendment, only o se¢ it overturned in the next legislative

session by another municipality. Not to mention that there was little confidence in the
provincial government, which was on its seventh Premier in 10 years. The new government
had come to power in a provine near bankrupicy, prompting the suspension of all
highway construction and other projects and a reformulation of schoof cost-sharing with

the municipalities.

Recwe W. 1. Laocr Recve L. W. Py Reoe . F. S
common Yoice was nceded to represent the concerns of the municipalitics to the O Cltma) Gaimiy

4\ Province. Mayor C.S. Stevens of Kamloops saw this necd and took action. He sent 8
letter to all 41 existing municipalitics asking whether they should form a union; 36 replicd,

all i favour.

m:yar Stevens and Mayor Keary of New Westminster then y.3 39

2l crganizcd s Convention in New Westminster during the =0
Dominion Fair, on September 3oth and soth, 1905. Thirty-three .

delegates from 22 municipalities attended. After they were accredited,

Mayor Buscombe of Vancouver “moved ‘that the delcgates now present

do form a Union of the Municipalitics of British Columbia’, and in a 5 %

strong sppeal, urged that the time had now arrived to take coneerted
action.” The motion passed unanimously and the Union of British % Mayor George Bl Mayo Fcd Bacomtc
Columbia Municipalities came into being. g L e WOSTS oo

EEVENTS THAT HAVELSHARED UBCM AS
AN ORGANIZATION

810 uBcm reprsens 75 of the poputation

1

1912 UBeM hires a SolicitorRatiamentary Agent
1914 office of nspecor of Maricipaisies creaed
1

919 Manicipat Officers Asocition of BC formed
(now LGMA)

1934 Depariment of Maricipat Affis created

1989 5, of sor municipaices ar members of UBCM

1954 Fise Bccutie Disccto i ied and UBCM
moves 1o a staffed organization with offices in

New Westminster City Hall

1955 North Gentat Manicipal Asociation formed
- Last of the five BC Area Associations to do so

1959 wBcM incorporsecs

1960 uBcM move to1ts own officesin New

1961 wBCat begins sévsing members on abour omes

1984 Departmen of Manicpat Affis gts s ult-
time Minister

195 wBeM cabtshes mrmbe srvices programs
vegionl disics creted

1967 UBCM newstetter published for s eime

1989 Membership in UBCM fferd 1o regiomi
districts

1970 Manicipat Finance Authority formed
1972 UBcM introducessddvions member services

1974 bc Avcsmcor Authority formed

1979 UBCM achieve soo membership

1983 uneM Group Benetis Pan and Tas Notice
Service intodiccd

1988 uBcM moves to Richmand; becomes s mare
policy-based organization

1987 wunicpat marance Asciston eabshed

1991 Municipat House opens - UBCMS offce in
Victoria

2004 B ukes o new ot n rogram adminision
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