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MUNICIPALITIES

FORMATION OF OTHER BODIES

BC Assessment Authority
UBCM played a major role
in achieving independent
actual value property assessment
in BC. UBCM helped form

the Royal Commission which
recommended the establishment
of the Assessment Authority and
actual value assessment.

Municipal Finance Authority

BCM also played a role in
the shaping of the Municipal
Finance Authority (MFA). Minister
of Municipal Affairs Dan Campbell
conccived the MFA in zesponse
to repeated UBCM resolutions
asking the Province for assistance in
financing local government projects.
He worked closely with UBCM in

sctting up the new organization.

WELFARE COSTS

UBCM Seeking Relief |
On Welfare. Hospital

MUNICI

m:lfnc costs were originally
2 municipal responsibility
but, during the Depression, they
absorbed up to one quarter of
municipal taxes, bankrupting three
municipalities and placing many
near the brink. UBCM held an
emergency session in Victoria and
petitioned the legislature for relicf.
By 1959, the Province had taken
over 80% of welfare costs. Finally,
in 1982, the Province assumed full
responsibility for welfare.

PALZACT

3] b 1912 Royal Commission
on Municipal Affairs, chaired
by UBCM Past President Mayor

© Keary of New Westminster,

proposcd a revised Municipal Act.
The new Act, passed in 1914, was the
‘basis for municipal powers until
the consolidated Municipal Act of

1957, which UBCM aso had a hand in shaping.

The UBCM

worked closely with the provinial

government to craft both the revised Local

Government Act of 2000 and the

Community Charter of 2003,

Thmugh its annual resolutions and submission to Cabinet sinee
1905, UBCM has achieved hundreds of amendments to the
Act, allowing local government to respond to changing public

expeetations and growth.

RECOGN

ITION AS

AN ORDER
OF GOVERNMENT

o 1, s over s decade o

UBCM advocacy, the Province

passed Bill 31, which recognized
Tocal government as an independent,
responsible and accountable order
of government. It gave local
governments an unprecedented level
of control over their own affairs.
The Community Charter further
refined and elaborated the roles of
the Provinee and municipalities.
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Municipal Insurance Association
BCM was the driving force
‘behind the formation of the

Municipal Insurance Association

(MIA). A task force formed at the

1985 Convention to look at liability

issues recommended the idea of

insurance pooling and the formation
of the MIA. The MIA was

established by the UBCM in 1987.

Local Government Management
Rssociation

] e UBCM was dirccly
Unspnmibl: for the
establishment of the Locl
Government Management Association
(previously the Municipal Officers
Association (MOAY) via 1 resolution
at the 1919 Convention. The MOA
met in conjunction with the UBCM
until 1939,

R ELECTIONS

A, carly as 1912, UBCM.
resolved to extend the
term of clected officials
beyond one year; in 1947
the term became two
years. Three-year terms
were proosed in 1963, In
1990, all local government
elections were for three-
year terms, providing
greater stability in local
government.

GOVERNMENT

nncm has led the way in
encouraging focal government

to be more professional and cfficient.
Standard municipal accounting,
assessment reform, training of clected
officials, municipal inspections,
creation of a Ministry of Municipal
Affairs, public fibrarics, building
inspections, public health, eradication
of tubereulosis, improved road
construction, sewcrage and drainage
arc but a few of the topics discussed
in carly years which Ied to changes in
provincial and municipal policies.

DIE AT
TRANSFER

3] n 2005, BC became the first
province to sign an Agreement
in Principle for the New Deal,
which shared federal gas taxes

with local governments. This
historic agreement marked the first
time that UBCM, and thus local
government, was a signatory to

an agreement with the provincial
and federal governments, UBCM's
direct role in the administration
and distribution of funds from the
federal government to the local
governments was also unique.



