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Resolution OF1 
Building Understanding of 
B150  
Financing Reconciliation: 
Solutions for Local 
Communities 

Alberni-Clayoquot	RD	–	OF1		
Therefore	be	it	resolved,	that	UBCM	work	
with	the	Central	Coast	Regional	District	and	
Alberni-Clayoquot	Regional	District	to	host	a	
provincial	Community	to	Community	Forum	
on	Resolution	B150	Financing	Reconciliation:	
Solutions	for	Local	Communities,	with	local	
governments	and	appropriate	First	Nations	
governing	bodies;		
And	be	it	further	resolved	that	UBCM	hold	a	
three	hour	workshop	on	Resolutions	B150	
Financing	Reconciliation:	Solutions	for	Local	
Communities	at	the	2019	Annual	
Convention.		
On	motion,	was	Endorsed		



WHEREAS local governments and First Nations have inherited a problematic public service 
delivery regime that poorly finances on and off reserve local government service delivery;	
 	
AND WHEREAS local governments experience revenue deficits that impact shared and 
overlapping public service delivery to the entire local population, including First Nation 
populations, that are not fairly addressed through property tax requisition;	
 	
AND WHEREAS the federal government is constitutionally committed to providing "essential 
public services of reasonable quality to all Canadians" (Constitution Act, 1982 s.36), implemented 
in part through federal transfer payments;	
 	
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that UBCM request the Province of BC and the Government of 
Canada work with First Nations and local governments to explore and implement revenue 
solutions such as federal transfer payments, thereby supporting implementation of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Calls to Action and the commitments in UNDRIP; 	
 	
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that to ensure First Nation participation in the management 
of said payments, UBCM request British Columbia, in consultation with First Nations, amend the 
Local Government Act accordingly.	
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Systemic challenge: Common perception of Canadian Federalism situates 
First Nations as a Numbered Power of the Federal Government 
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Solutions move away from situating First Nations as a mere numbered power 
of the federal government 
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Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples: Volume 2 Restructuring 
the Relationship Chapter 3 ‘Governance’ at 210  
(http://data2.archives.ca/e/e448/e011188230-02.pdf)  

REMEMBERING RCAP 

Source:  



“The commission was meant to "help restore 
justice to the relationship between aboriginal 
and non-aboriginal people in Canada, and to 
propose practical solutions to stubborn 
problems," according to the final report. 
 
When the commission released its final five-
volume, 4,000-page report, it contained 
recommendations for dealing with a 
breadth of issues, including self-governance, 
treaties, health, housing, the north, economic 
development and education. 
 
Operating on a reported $60-million dollar 
budget, a total of five commissioners had a 
hand in crafting the report, visiting 96 First 
Nation communities and holding 178 days 
of public hearings.” 

4,000 page report, 
sweeping 

recommendations 
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The Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples developed this schematic to 
help Canadians think differently about 
federalism.  
 
The tools are there. We need to use 
them. 
 

Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples: Volume 2 Restructuring the Relationship 
Chapter 3 ‘Governance’ at 210  
 

WHAT RCAP SAID… 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL $$$ TRANSFERS  
MAKE CANADIAN FEDERALISM WORK 



$75,400,000,000 
2018-19 





The Constitutional Equalization Provisions and 
Municipal Finance in the Context of  

Municipally Based Indigenous Populations 

Dwight Newman 

Professor of  Law & Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Rights in 
Constitutional and International Law, University of  Saskatchewan 



Unrealized Potential of  Section 36 in Guiding 
Conversations About Municipal Funding 

•  Very little judicial interpretation.  Uncertain if  it’s justiciable. 

•  Apart from that, though, s 36 reflects constitutional aspirations and 
commitments. 

•  Even where they are not justiciable, constitutional aspirations and 
commitments are a serious matter that can guide conversations. 

•  Values in 36(1) overlap with equality principles of  Constitution, and our 
understanding of  them should also take account of  reconciliation principles. 



The two main issues underlying B150 and the focus for OF1 UBCM 2019 preconvention Monday: 

1. Morning: C2C - Governance  
First Nation/local government decision-
making relationships over shared essential 
public service delivery (water, waste 
management, regional economic 
development, emergency management, fire 
suppression service, recreation etc.)  
What’s working, what isn’t, what 
structural solutions can we align on in 
our advocacy efforts toward change 
 

2. Afternoon: Workshop – Finance 
Technical presentations/discussions            
on how we can better finance the 
existing model as well as finance 
restructured relationships that better 
include and respect First Nations as 
decision-makers over shared services 






