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More than 270,000 people in 
BC identify as Indigenous -
includes First Nations, Métis, 
Inuit

Total of 203 First Nations in BC 
(of 600 in Canada) 

2

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN BC



DECLARATION ON THE 
RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ACT 

The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (Declaration Act) 
Implements the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UN Declaration), which the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
confirms as the framework for reconciliation. 

Brought into force November 28, 2019, the Declaration Act enables 
legislative, regulatory, policy and operational changes to be made over time 
to support implementation.
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UN DECLARATION
• The articles of the UN Declaration may be organized by high-level themes:

• Ending racism and discrimination
• Recognition, promotion, implementation, and protection of rights and freedoms
• Self-determination and sovereignty
• Land and territory
• Economy and fiscal relations
• Culture and language
• Children and family well-being

• These themes may provide a helpful conceptual framework for early 
conversations with Indigenous peoples.



DECLARATION ON THE 
RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ACT 

It requires government, in consultation and cooperation with Indigenous 
peoples to:
•Ensure new and existing laws are consistent with the UN Declaration 
•Develop and implement an action plan to achieve the objectives of the UN 
Declaration

•Monitor progress through public annual reporting

It enables new decision-making agreements between B.C. and Indigenous 
governing bodies on decisions that directly affect Indigenous peoples.
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THE DECLARATION ACT AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS
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Factsheet

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/bc_declaration_act-factsheet-local_government.pdf


LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND RECONCILIATION

Neighbours having a conversation

Building relationships

Working towards government-to-government 
reconciliation at the community level 

Local governments are leaders

More we can do together
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PROVINCE – LOCAL GOVERNMENTS MOU
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C2C AND LIBRARY COLLECTION



We are headed in the right direction 

Need to continue working in partnership

Need to share best practices and encourage 
continuous improvement across all BC local 
governments and communities  
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WHAT THIS MEANS 
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Dianna Porter, Senior Program Analyst
Local Government Division

Governance and Structure Branch, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Dianna.Porter@gov.bc.ca

(778) 698-3213

OR

Brent Mueller, Director of Governance Relations
Brent.Mueller@gov.bc.ca

mailto:Dianna.Porter@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Brent.Mueller@gov.bc.ca


RESOURCES

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Act

MOU: Engagement with UBCM and Local 
Governments on Treaty Agreements, Non-
Treaty Agreements and Indigenous Initiatives

BC Treaty Annual Reports

Contacts for First Nation Consultation Areas

First Nations A-Z

Joint Indigenous and Local Government 
Initiatives and Relations collection

Pathways to Collaboration

Community to Community Forum (C2C)

MAH Local Government and First Nations 
Relations Webpage
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/indigenous-people/new-relationship/united-nations-declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples
https://www.ubcm.ca/assets/Resolutions%7Eand%7EPolicy/Policy/First%7ENations%7ERelations/2018_ubcm_mou_signed.pdf
http://www.bctreaty.ca/annual-reports
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/data/geographic-data-services/land-use/contacts-for-first-nation-consultation-areas
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/first-nations-a-z-listing
https://civicinfo.bc.ca/first-nation-relationship-resources
https://civicinfo.bc.ca/first-nation-relationship-resources
https://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/funding/lgps/community-to-community-forum.html
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/collaborating-building-relationships/relations
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