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First Nations Update 
 

2018 Regional District Chairs (CEOs) and CAOs Forum 
 



§  Introduc3on	–	context	(Brent)	
§ Background	on	TRC	and	UNDRIP	(Heather)		
§ What	this	means	for	Local	Government	(Brent)	
§ Qs	and	As	
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Presentation Outline 



§  More	than	230,000	people	in	BC	
iden3fy	as	Indigenous	-	includes	
First	Na3ons,	Mé3s,	Inuit	

§  Over	70%	of	Indigenous	people	
live	‘off-reserve’	

§  Total	of	203	First	Na3ons	in	BC	(of	
600	in	Canada),		

§  High	number	of	unresolved	land	
claims	

§  Land	and	resource	use	is	
significant	to	Indigenous	people	
and	communi3es		
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Snapshot of First Nations in BC 



•  Royal	Proclama3on	clarifies	that	
aboriginal	rights	and	3tle	exist	(1763).		

•  The	Cons%tu%on	Act,	1982,	Sec3on	35,	
recognizes	and	affirms	exis3ng	
aboriginal	and	treaty	rights.	

•  Much	of	Crown	land	in	BC	is	subject	to	
claimed	or	proven	aboriginal	rights.	

•  There	is	a	duty	to	consult,	and	where	
appropriate	accommodate,	First	
Na3ons	whenever	the	Province	
proposes	a	decision	or	ac3vity	that	
could	adversely	affect	Aboriginal	
interests.	

•  The	duty	to	consult	rests	with	the	
Crown	–	not	local	government	
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Duty to Consult  



5	

United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
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#43.		We	call	upon	federal,	
provincial,	territorial,	and	
municipal	governments	to	
fully	adopt	and	implement	
the	United	Na3ons	
Declara3on	on	the	Rights	of	
Indigenous	Peoples	as	the	
framework	for	reconcilia3on	

In	order	to	redress	the	legacy	of	residen2al	schools	and	advance	the	
process	of	Canadian	reconcilia2on,	the	Truth	and	Reconcilia2on	
Commission	makes	the	following	calls	to	ac2on…	

Truth & Reconciliation Commission 
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[W]e	are	now	a	full	supporter	of	the	Declara%on	without	qualifica%on.			
We	intend	nothing	less	than	to	adopt	and	implement	the	declara%on	in	
accordance	with	the	Canadian	Cons%tu%on.		By	adop%ng	and	implemen%ng		
the	Declara%on…	we	are	breathing	life	into	
Sec%on	35	and	recognizing	it	now	as	a	full	
box	of	rights...		Canada	believes	that	our	
cons%tu%onal	obliga%ons	serve	to	fulfil	all		
of	the	principles	of	the	declara%on,		
including	“free,	prior	and	informed	consent”			

2016 UN Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues 
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Confidence & Supply Agreement 

A	founda%onal	piece	of	the	
rela%onship	is	that	both	caucuses	
support	the	adop%on	of	the	UN	
Declara%on	on	the	Rights	of	
Indigenous	Peoples,	the	Truth	and	
Reconcilia%on	Commission	calls-to-
ac%on...	We	will	ensure	the	new	
government	reviews	policies,	
programs	and	legisla%on	to	
determine	how	to	bring	the	
principles	of	the	Declara%on	into	
ac%on	in	BC…	
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July	18,	2017		
	
Dear	Minister	Robinson	:		
	
…	our	government	will	be	fully	adop%ng	and	
implemen%ng	the	United	Na%ons	Declara%on	
on	the	Rights	of	Indigenous	Peoples	
(UNDRIP),	and	the	Calls	to	Ac%on	of	the	Truth	
and	Reconcilia%on	Commission.		As	minister,	
you	are	responsible	for	moving	forward	on	
the	calls	to	ac%on	and	reviewing	policies,	
programs,	and	legisla%on	to	determine	how	
to	bring	the	principles	of	the	declara%on	into	
ac%on	in	Bri%sh	Columbia…	

Cabinet Mandate Letters 



Local Governments and Reconciliation 

§ Neighbours	having	a	
conversa3on	

§ Building	rela3onships	
§  Local	governments	are	
already	doing	a	lot		

§ More	we	can	do	together		
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Consultation and Engagement 



Province-UBCM MOU 
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Progress 
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Community to Community Forum Program 



Summary  

§  TRC	and	UNDRIP	
implementa3on	a	
process	

§ At	the	local	level	
con3nue	building	
rela3onships	

§ Need	to	acknowledge	
efforts	underway	

§ Resources	are	available	
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Resources 
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