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Why do we care about economic 
resilience? 

•  Businesses provide incomes, goods, and services for 
individual recoveries. 

•  The majority of our critical life needs are provided by 
businesses. 

•  Local businesses are accountable and reduce capital 
leakage. 

•  After evacuations businesses are the beacons of 
recovery. 



Impacts Beyond Hazards 

•  Capital leakage – Money spent on outside providers 

•  Substitution effects – Consumers shop differently 

•  Indirect effects – Brand damage, customer loss, 
etc. 

•  Supply chain substitution – Supply chain shops 
differently 

•  “Dead businesses walking” – Loss of market fit 



Myth: Businesses Take Care of Themselves 
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Cases: ReStart Container Mall  
Christchurch, New Zealand 



Cases: Flexible Financing: 
Cariboo Region, BC 



Cases: Integrated Service Delivery 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana 

•  Response to post-Katrina recovery 
•  Centralized multiple agencies in one place 
•  Became a hub for economic development, and later 

served as an emergency center for the BP oil spill 



Tools: Local Community Asset 
Mapping 

•  Identifies critical public and private assets 
•  Provides priorities for support initiatives 
•  Mobilizes the community around particular assets 



•  Identify the qualitative information you need to know 

•  Ask businesses and workers often about their 
vulnerabilities, coping mechanisms, alternatives, etc. 

•  Compile the information for use in planning 

Tools: Understanding Resilience 



Tools: Integrating Relevant Plans 

Assessment tool used for 
Colorado State Plans 
Review, 2014 



Planning Goal: Empower and connect each 
entity that has a piece of economic resilience 

Government

Non-profits & 
Associations
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Businesses Colleges & 
Universities

Emergency 
Managers

Residents

Business TA 
Providers 
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Planning Approach: Pt Coquitlam/Tara 
Stroup 



Planning Approach: Kootenays Community 
Economic Resilience Planning 



For more information about SFU CED’s 
resilience planning supports, please contact 
us below: 

Jeremy Stone, Director 
SFU Community Economic Development 
Faculty of Environment 
 
Email:  jtstone@sfu.ca 
Phone:  778.782.5275 


