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Current	Emergency	Program	Act	
•  Dates	from	1993	
•  Focuses	on	preparing	and	implementing	plans,	
states	of	emergency	

•  Focuses	on	Province	and	Local	Authorities		
•  Regulations:			

•  Emergency	Program	Management	
•  Local	Authority	Emergency	Management	
•  Compensation	&	Disaster	Financial	
Assistance	
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2016	EPA	Proposals		
Discussion	paper	released	January	2016	
•  UBCM	response	October	2016	
•  Key	issues	raised	by	Local	Governments:	

–  Capacity	challenges	for	some	LGs	
–  Maintain	current	level	of	LG	authority		
–  Recognize	LG	expertise	and	experience	

•  Will	help	inform	current	modernization	
initiative	
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2017	&	2018	Wildfires	

3,415	
wildfires	

71,000	

evacuees	

2.5	M	

hectares	burned	

660	

structures	damaged	or	
destroyed	

2	Provincial	states	of	emergency	
(71	days	&	24	days)	

$1.6	B	 spent	in	response	and	recovery	
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2018	Floods	
	

400+	homes	
severely	damaged	
	

100	businesses		
severely	damaged	
	

$70	M+	
in	recovery	funding	to	date	
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Strengthening	Emergency	Management:	
Initial	Actions	
	

•  Implementing	report	recommendations	
(ongoing)	

•  Adopted	Sendai	Framework	(October	2018)	
•  Adopted	Interim	Disaster	Recovery	
Framework	(May	2019)	

•  Modernizing	legislation	(by	Fall	2020)	
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Engagement	with	UBCM:	
Flood	and	Wildfire	Advisory	Committee	
•  Expanded	membership	and	mandate	
•  Six	meetings,	June	–	September	2019	
•  Identifying	issues,	testing	concepts	
Future	Engagement	
•  Response(s)	to	Discussion	Paper	
•  Area	Associations	
•  Advisory	Committee	may	continue	
•  EPBC	Conference	and	EPCs	
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•  Diverse	and	complex	hazards	
(earthquakes,	windstorms)	

•  Increasing	frequency	and	severity	
of	disasters	(floods,	wildfires)	

•  Impacts	of	disasters		
(economic,	psycho-social,	fiscal)	

•  Indigenous	communities	
disproportionately	impacted	

•  Needs	of	vulnerable	people	not	
always	sufficiently	considered	

•  Address	gaps	surfaced	by	events	
in	2017	and	2018	

Driving	Modernization:	Addressing	Challenges	

8	



How	to	add	an	image:	
•  Click	the	“Image”	icon	at	the	centre	that	

displays	in	the	centre	of	the	screen	
•  Select	the	file	you	wish	to	use	
•  (If	necessary):	navigate	to	the	“Format”	tab	

on	the	Ribbon	Menu,	then	use	the	Crop	
Tool	to	reposition	or	resize	the	image	

•  IMPORTANT:	After	you’ve	inserted	the	
image,	navigate	to	the	“Format”	tab	on	the	
Ribbon	Menu,	then	under	the	“Adjust”	
section,	click	“Compress	Images.”	Compress	
the	image	to	150	dpi.	This	will	help	to	
reduce	the	file	size	of	your	presentation.	

Current	Layout:	Content	+	1/3	Image	(Right)	

Key	Gaps	in	Current	Emergency	
Management	Legislation	(1/2)	

•  No	explicit	requirements	to	assess	and	mitigate	
disaster	risk	(UN	Sendai	Framework)	

•  Lack	of	recovery	planning	and	tools	prolongs	
recovery	and	does	not	support	resilience	

•  Integration	between	plans	
•  No	requirements	to	provide	event-related	
information	
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Key	Gaps	in	Current	Legislation	(2/2)	

•  First	Nations	are	not	yet	adequately	
recognized	as	partners	

•  No	assurance	that	cohesive	plans	and	
strategies	are	in	place	for	critical	
infrastructure	

•  Current	system	does	not	yet	represent	an	all-
of-society	approach	
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Maintain	the	Government	of	British	
Columbia	branding!	
	
By	using	this	“Blank	Slide”	layout,	you	
have	complete	freedom	over	every	design	
element	on	this	slide.	That	said,	if	
possible,	try	to	incorporate	the	BC	
“sunrise”	logo	somewhere	in	this	slide.	It’s	
not	absolutely	necessary	(e.g.	if	your	
intent	is	to	use	this	slide	to	display	a	full-
screen	map	or	technical	graphic),	but	as	a	
general	rule	it’s	ideal	to	maintain	the	
brand’s	presence	throughout	your	
presentation.		
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Potential	Changes:	Key	Definitions	

•  Definition	of	“emergency”	
•  Definitions	for	four	pillars:	
– Mitigation	
– Preparedness	
– Response	
– Recovery	
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Potential	Shift:		
Ministries,	Crowns	and	Agencies	
•  Emergency	and	business	continuity	
planning	

•  Exercises	
•  Information	sharing	
•  Continuity	of	government	
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Potential	Shift:		
Local	Authority	Planning	and	Powers	

•  Emergency	and	business	continuity	planning	
•  Exercises	
•  Land	development	and	building	decisions	
•  Recovery	powers	
•  Coordination	and	regional	approaches	
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Potential	Shift:	First	Nations	as	Partners	
	

•  Potential	expanded	definition	of	emergency	
•  Clear	authority	to	form	partnerships	and	
enter	into	agreements	

•  Consideration	of	Indigenous	and	traditional	
knowledge,	cultural	safety	and	inclusiveness	

•  Potential	requirement	for	Local	Authorities	
to	consult	with	First	Nations	
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Critical	Infrastructure	
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•  Energy	&	Utilities	
•  Communications	
•  Transportation	
•  Water	

•  Health	
•  Safety	
•  Government	
•  Food	

•  Finance	
•  Manufacturing	

In	Canada	and	British	Columba,	critical	infrastructure	(CI)	refers	to	the	processes,	
systems,	facilities,	technologies,	networks,	assets	and	services	essential	to	the	
health,	safety,	security	or	economic	well-being	of	Canadians	and	the	effective	
functioning	of	government.		
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Other	Potential	Shifts	(1/2)	

•  Quality	Assurance:	
– Consider	requirement	to	provide	plans	to	
EMBC	

– Possibly	establish	ability	for	EMBC	to	
audit	plans	

•  Access	to	and	protection	of	volunteers	
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Other	Potential	Shifts:	(2/2)	

•  Citizens	/small	business	–	incentives	and	
education	(non-legislative)	

•  Duration	of	states	of	emergency	
•  Potential	standards	for	public	notification	
and	warning	

•  Compliance	and	enforcement	
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Financial	Considerations		
	
•  Resourcing	and	capacity	implications	
•  Phase-in	of	requirements	
•  Scaled	investments	
•  Responsive,	flexible	and	disciplined	funding	

mechanism	
•  Visibility	and	coordination	of	mitigation	funding	
•  Apply	disaster	risk	reduction	and	adaptation	lens	

to	capital	investment	decisions	
•  Federal	funding	and	partnership	
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ü  Late	October	/	early	November	2019	
Discussion	paper	released	

ü  Engage	with	all	levels	of	government,	
Indigenous	Nations,	industry	and	the	
public	

ü  January	31,	2020		
Comment	period	ends	

ü  Spring	2020	
“What	We	Heard”	report	released	

ü  Fall	2020	
Legislation	introduced	

ü  Spring	2021	
Regulations,	policy,	guidelines,	
templates,	tools	and	education	

ü  Spring	2021	
Act	in	force.	Phased	implementation	

Next	Steps	
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